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This collection presents a rich, multidisciplinary inquiry into the role of religion in the Mexican American
community. Breaking new ground by analyzing the influence of religion on Mexican American literature,
art, activism, and popular culture, it makes the case for the establishment of Mexican American religious
studies as a distinct, recognized field of scholarly inquiry. Scholars of religion, Latin American, and
Chicano/a studies as well as of sociology, anthropology, and literary and performance studies, address
several broad themes. Taking on questions of history and interpretation, they examine the origins of Mexican
American religious studies and Mario Barrera’s theory of internal colonialism. In discussions of the utopian
community founded by the preacher and activist Reies López Tijerina, César Chávez’s faith-based activism,
and the Los Angeles-based Católicos Por La Raza movement of the late 1960s, other contributors focus on
mystics and prophets. Still others illuminate popular Catholicism by looking at Our Lady of Guadalupe,
home altars, and Los Pastores dramas (nativity plays) as vehicles for personal, social, and political
empowerment.

Turning to literature, contributors consider Gloria Anzaldúa’s view of the borderlands as a mystic vision and
the ways that Chicana writers invoke religious symbols and rhetoric to articulate a moral vision highlighting
social injustice. They investigate the role of healing, looking at it in relation to both the Latino Pentecostal
movement and the practice of the curanderismo tradition in East Los Angeles. Delving into to popular
culture, they reflect on Luis Valdez’s video drama La Pastorela: “The Shepherds’ Play,” the spirituality of
Chicana art, and the religious overtones of the reverence for the slain Tejana music star Selena. This volume
signals the vibrancy and diversity of the practices, arts, traditions, and spiritualities that reflect and inform
Mexican American religion.

Contributors: Rudy V. Busto, Davíd Carrasco, Socorro Castañeda-Liles, Gastón Espinosa, Richard R. Flores,
Mario T. García, María Herrera-Sobek, Luís D. León, Ellen McCracken, Stephen R. Lloyd-Moffett, Laura E.
Pérez, Roberto Lint Saragena, Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo, Kay Turner
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Stiles:

This Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture are usually reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Mexican American Religions: Spirituality,
Activism, and Culture can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Harry Greene:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Mexican American Religions: Spirituality,
Activism, and Culture that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture
become your own starter.

Natalia Burton:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Mexican American Religions: Spirituality, Activism, and Culture this
book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Mexican American Religions:
Spirituality, Activism, and Culture which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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