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In Black Empire, Michelle Ann Stephens examines the ideal of “transnational blackness” that emerged in the
work of radical black intellectuals from the British West Indies in the early twentieth century. Focusing on
the writings of Marcus Garvey, Claude McKay, and C. L. R. James, Stephens shows how these thinkers
developed ideas of a worldwide racial movement and federated global black political community that
transcended the boundaries of nation-states. Stephens highlights key geopolitical and historical events that
gave rise to these writers’ intellectual investment in new modes of black political self-determination. She
describes their engagement with the fate of African Americans within the burgeoning U.S. empire, their
disillusionment with the potential of post–World War I international organizations such as the League of
Nations to acknowledge, let alone improve, the material conditions of people of color around the world, and
the inspiration they took from the Bolshevik Revolution, which offered models of revolution and community
not based on nationality.

Stephens argues that the global black political consciousness she identifies was constituted by both radical
and reactionary impulses. On the one hand, Garvey, McKay, and James saw freedom of movement as the
basis of black transnationalism. The Caribbean archipelago—a geographic space ideally suited to the free
movement of black subjects across national boundaries—became the metaphoric heart of their vision. On the
other hand, these three writers were deeply influenced by the ideas of militarism, empire, and male
sovereignty that shaped global political discourse in the early twentieth century. As such, their vision of
transnational blackness excluded women’s political subjectivities. Drawing together insights from American,
African American, Caribbean, and gender studies, Black Empire is a major contribution to ongoing
conversations about nation and diaspora.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean
Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Romana Linder:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962
(New Americanists) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-
1962 (New Americanists) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jon Pittenger:

This Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-
1962 (New Americanists) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Black Empire: The Masculine Global
Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?



Nancy Sherman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Black Empire: The
Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists)
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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