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In his debut novel, The Wolsenburg Clock, Vancouver Island poet Jay Ruzesky sets out to tell the multi-
century history of an astronomical clock in a small Austrian city. The clock is a mechanical marvel for its
time, viewed in much the same way as we treat current 3-D wonders like Avatar. As the hours and minutes
tick by, the movement of the planets and special events are marked by clockwork figures. The novel opens
during the early days of the Second World War, and Ruzesky wraps the 600-year history of the clock around
the reflections of a Canadian professor who eventually becomes its caretaker. From here, he moves back in
time to tell of the construction of the clock beginning in 1378, a period when few actually knew what a clock
was, and through two major restorations in 1585 and 1809. Ruzesky focuses on those charged with building
(or rebuilding) the clock and the toll it takes on their lives. Working with what would be cutting-edge
technology for their day, and during the Renaissance portion the mystical elements of alchemy, each
clockmaker toils to add not only function but entertainment, building in automata features that may only
spring to life once every decade or more, and working stories and histories into the ornate carvings and
decoration of the clock itself. The Wolsenburg Clock draws to a close as a crowd gathers to see what is in
store to mark the new millennium. Ruzesky weaves a tale that flows almost seamlessly through four vastly
different time periods. His storytelling shifts in subtle ways as he moves from medieval times toward the
present—and the reader is quickly given a sense of time and place. Ruzesky develops rich characters in the
span of a few pages and supplies the vivid imagery needed for readers to share the wonder of the
complicated machinery being built. Enough backstory is built into the separate time periods for the reader to
connect with the new characters, and Ruzesky does a good job offering a sense of closure as each section
comes to an end. "The descriptions of the clock itself are fascinating and are likely to send readers to their
computers for real-life examples. Ruzesky has anticipated this and has been kind enough to list a number of
resources in his acknowledgements at the end of the book. The only disappointment with The Wolsenburg
Clock is that the end comes so soon, Ruzesky tells his story in a mere 170 pages. Any of the historical
sections of The Wolsenburg Clock could have made a fascinating novel on their own; let us hope in his next
outing Ruzesky will spend more time with his readers." —Colin Holt, Victoria Times-Colonist
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Guarino:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Wolsenburg Clock book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving The Wolsenburg Clock content
conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Wolsenburg Clock is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Pedro Gonzales:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The
Wolsenburg Clock suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled The Wolsenburg Clockis a single of several books which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Ronald Marinelli:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
The Wolsenburg Clock we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person
must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with that book The Wolsenburg Clock. You can more attractive than now.

Brittany Gonzalez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Wolsenburg Clock when you essential it?
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