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Critically analyzing four decades of television situation comedies from The Honeymoonersto The Bill

Cosby Show, Hamamoto shows how the sitcom reflects, explains, legitimates, and challenges the society in
which it is grounded, illumining the power of laughter both to reaffirm and to question existing social
structures. . . . Hamamoto offers awell-researched and refreshingly lucid study, immensely readable for its
astute scholarship. Indispensable for students and scholars of television, popular culture, and comedy. Choice

Nervous Laughter examines forty years of situation comedy, decade by decade, providing the first truly
panoramic view of TV's most popular dramatic form. Within this context, Hamamoto traces what he
describes as the dominant liberal democratic ideology implicit within situation comedy and explainsits
enduring popularity. Examining liberal democratic culture, politics, and society he demonstrates how the
sitcom resolves social contradictions. Borrowing freely from the social sciences, history, and literary
criticism he explains the curious grip the TV sitcom has had on its audience for over forty years. This book
critically assesses the relationship between the media and society bringing questions of power, equality, and
democracy to the foreground. Nervous Laughter isimportant reading for both the specialist and the general
reader inits analysis of postwar American society.

Nervous Laughter is a study of liberal democratic culture, politics, and society. It describes the ways
affirmative aspects and contradictions of liberal democratic ideology are given form in television situation
comedy. It provides a close reading of forty years of television texts. Arguing against mainstream theories of
mass communications, the author presents an analytic framework that looks instead at conflict and
contradiction within class society. Challenging the legitimacy of airwave control by non-democratic social
institutions, Nervous Laughter concludes with a modest agenda that might lead to democratization of
television.
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From reader reviews:
LourdesWilliams:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Y eah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Nervous Laughter: Television
Situation Comedy and Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) book as basic and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joyce Adam:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now istaking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possihilities will not happen with you if you take Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and
Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) as your daily resource information.

Robert Brown:

Why? Because this Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and Liberal Demacratic |deology
(Mediaand Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will jolt you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write
the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to delay having that book? If |
ended up you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Richard Moultrie:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on
this period of time, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and Liberal Democratic



Ideology (Media and Saciety) can make you sense more interested to read.
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