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How do people come to think of themselves as part of a nation? Dramas of Nationhood identifies a fantastic
cultural form that binds together the Egyptian nation—television serials. These melodramatic
programs—like soap operas but more closely tied to political and social issues than their Western
counterparts—have been shown on television in Egypt for more than thirty years. In this book, Lila Abu-
Lughod examines the shifting politics of these serials and the way their contents both reflect and seek to
direct the changing course of Islam, gender relations, and everyday life in this Middle Eastern nation.

Representing a decade's worth of research, Dramas of Nationhood makes a case for the importance of
studying television to answer larger questions about culture, power, and modern self-fashionings. Abu-
Lughod explores the elements of developmentalist ideology and the visions of national progress that once
dominated Egyptian television—now experiencing a crisis. She discusses the broadcasts in rich detail, from
the generic emotional qualities of TV serials and the depictions of authentic national culture, to the debates
inflamed by their deliberate strategies for combating religious extremism.
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From reader reviews:

Elvia Wirtz:

The book Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in Egypt (Lewis Henry Morgan Lecture Series)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a very important thing like a book Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in Egypt
(Lewis Henry Morgan Lecture Series)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in Egypt (Lewis Henry Morgan Lecture
Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Prather:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading
a guide. The book Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in Egypt (Lewis Henry Morgan Lecture
Series) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book features high quality.

Kathleen Blackwood:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in Egypt
(Lewis Henry Morgan Lecture Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Diane Dockins:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if



you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in Egypt (Lewis Henry Morgan Lecture
Series) provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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