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“Papa explains the war like this: ‘When the elephants dance, the chickens must be careful.’ The great
beasts, as they circle one another, shaking the trees and trumpeting loudly, are the Amerikanos and the
Japanese as they fight. And our Philippine Islands? We are the small chickens.”

Once in a great while comes a storyteller who can illuminate worlds large and small, in ways both magical
and true to life. When the Elephants Dance is set in the waning days of World War II, as the Japanese and
the Americans engage in a fierce battle for possession of the Philippine Islands. Through the eyes of three
narrators, thirteen-year-old Alejandro Karangalan, his spirited older sister Isabelle, and Domingo, a
passionate guerilla commander, we see how ordinary people find hope for survival where none seems to
exist. While the Karangalan family and their neighbors huddle together for survival in the cellar of a house,
they tell magical stories to one another based on Filipino myth that transport the listeners from the chaos of
the war around them and give them new resolve to continue fighting. Outside the safety of their refuge the
war rages on—fiery bombs torch the countryside, Japanese soldiers round up and interrogate innocent
people, and from the hills guerilla fighters wage a desperate campaign against the enemy. Inside the cellar,
these men, women, and children put their hopes and dreams on hold as they wait out the war. 

This stunning debut novel celebrates with richness and depth the spirit of the Filipino people and their
fascinating story and marks the introduction of an author who will join the ranks of writers such as Arundhati
Roy, Manil Suri, and Amy Tan.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

The publication with title When the Elephants Dance includes a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

James McDonald:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read will be When the Elephants
Dance.

Joseph Franson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be When the Elephants Dance why because the great cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Marie Miles:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This When the Elephants Dance can be the
reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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