Google Drive

The Song of the Ape: Understanding the
L anguages of Chimpanzees

Andrew R. Halloran

Download now

Click hereif your download doesn"t start automatically


http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B005N8Y83E
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B005N8Y83E
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B005N8Y83E

The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of
Chimpanzees

Andrew R. Halloran

The Song of the Ape: Under standing the L anguages of Chimpanzees Andrew R. Halloran
An absorbing investigation of chimpanzee language and communication by ayoung primatol ogist

While working as a zookeeper with a group of semi-wild chimpanzees living on an island, primatol ogist
Andrew Halloran witnessed an event that would cause him to become fascinated with how chimpanzees
communicate complex information and ideas to one another. The group he was working with wasin the
middle of ayearlong power battle in which the older chimpanzees were being ousted in favor of ayounger
group. One day Andrew carelessly forgot to secure his rowboat at the mainland and looked up to see it
floating over to the chimp island. In an orchestrated fashion, five ousted members of the chimp group quietly
came from different parts of the island and boarded the boat. Without confusion, they sat in two perfect rows
of two, with Higgy, the deposed alpha male, at the back, propelling and steering the boat to shore. The
incident occurred without screams or disorder and appeared to have been preplanned and communicated.
Since this event, Andrew has extensively studied primate communication and, in particular, how this group
of chimpanzees naturally communicated. What he found is that chimpanzees use a set of vocalizations every
bit as complex as human language. The Song of the Ape traces the individual histories of each of the five
chimpanzees on the boat, some of whom came to the zoo after being wild-caught chimps raised as pets,
circus performers, and lab chimps, and examines how these histories led to the common lexicon of the group.

Interspersed with these histories, the book details the long history of scientists attempting (and failing) to
train apes to use human grammar and language, using the well-known and controversial examples of Koko
the gorilla, Kanzi the bonobo, and Nim Chimsky the chimpanzee, all of whom supposedly were able to
communicate with their human caretakers using sign language.

Ultimately, the book shows that while laboratories try in vain to teach human grammar to a chimpanzee,
thereisaliving lexicon being passed down through the generations of each chimpanzee group in the wild.
Halloran demonstrates what that lexicon looks like with twenty-five phrases he recorded, isolated, and
interpreted while working with the chimps, and concludes that what is occurring in natureis far more
fascinating and miraculous than anything that can be created in alaboratory.

The Song of the Apeisalively, engaging, and personal account, with many moments of humor as well asthe
occasional heartbreak, and it will appeal to anyone who wantsto listen in as our closest relatives converse.
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From reader reviews:
Erik Herrera:

The book The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading through a book The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees for being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or al
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Song of the Ape:
Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Migue Willis:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
timeto try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extratime?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just
their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of
Chimpanzees to read.

Pamela Acuna:

This The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. That The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees
without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
aways be worry The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees can bring if you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
phone. This The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees having good arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Joseph Myrick:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Song of the Ape:
Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzeesis simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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