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Is the performance of western democracies in decline? Which countries show the best performance? Do
ingtitutions matter for political performance? This book offers a comprehensive analysis of twenty-one
OECD countries by systematically examining al major domestic policy areas - domestic security policy,
economic policy, social policy, and environmental policy - and using outcome indicators. The quality of
democracy is assessed both at the level of the four policy

areas and at ageneral level encompassing all policy areas. The question of trade-offs between policy areasis
studied in an unprecedented way and, for the first time, national types of policy patterns are identified.

The findings of this book confront widely-held assumptions about the performance of democracies. Western
democracies as awhole did not converge at alower level of performance, and trade-offs between different
policy areas did not increase. The question 'do institutions matter? can only partially be answered in the
affirmative. Political institutions do matter, but formal and informal institutions cause different effects and
both matter only sometimes and to a limited degree.

The Performance of Democracies is a book with significant theoretical implications. It stresses that the effect
of ingtitutions is more complicated than most of the neo-ingtitutionalist approaches assume. No clear
predictions can be made on the basis of institutional factors. Consequently, it does not support the
established assertion that fundamental political problems can simply be resolved through institutional
reforms of liberal democracies.

Comparative Politics os a series for students and teachers of political science that deals with contemporary
government and politics. The General Editors are Max Kaase, Professor of Political Science, Vice President
and Dean, School of Humanities and Social Science, International University Bremen, Germany; and
Kenneth Newton, Professor of Comparitive Palitics, University of Southampton. The seriesis produced in
association with the European Consortium for Political

Research.
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From reader reviews:
Byron Jorgensen:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Performance of Democracies: Political
Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel alot
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Brandon Jenkins:

The Performance of Democracies: Palitical Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Performance of Demacracies. Political Institutions and Public Policy
(Comparative Politics) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Brandon I nouye:

This The Performance of Democracies: Poalitical Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative Politics) is
great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world
and gtill have to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Performance of Democracies: Political Institutions and Public
Policy (Comparative Politics) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve aready do
that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Bernice Smith:

The book untitled The Performance of Democracies. Political Institutions and Public Policy (Comparative
Politics) contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex ideawith easy way. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou
can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the



book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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