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How do peasants come to think of themselves as members of a nation? The widely accepted argument is that
national sentiment originates among intellectuals or urban middle classes, then "trickles down" to the
working class and peasants. Keely Stauter-Halsted argues that such models overlook the independent
contribution of peasant societies. She explores the complex case of the Polish peasants of Austrian Galicia,
from the 1848 emancipation of the serfs to the eve of the First World War.

In the years immediately after emancipation, Polish-speaking peasants were more apt to identify with the
Austrian Emperor and the Catholic Church than with their Polish lords or the middle classes of the Galician
capital, Cracow. Yet by the end of the century, Polish-speaking peasants would cheer, "Long live Poland"
and celebrate the centennial of the peasant-fueled insurrection in defense of Polish independence.

The explanation for this shift, Stauter-Halsted says, is the symbiosis that developed between peasant elites
and upper-class reformers. She reconstructs this difficult, halting process, paying particular attention to
public life and conflicts within the rural communities themselves. The author's approach is at once
comparative and interdisciplinary, drawing from literature on national identity formation in Latin America,
China, and Western Europe. The Nation in the Village combines anthropology, sociology, and literary
criticism with economic, social, cultural, and political history.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Noble:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Nation in the Village: The Genesis of Peasant National Identity in
Austrian Poland, 1848-1914. Try to make book The Nation in the Village: The Genesis of Peasant National
Identity in Austrian Poland, 1848-1914 as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dorothy Bernstein:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Nation in the Village: The Genesis of Peasant
National Identity in Austrian Poland, 1848-1914 as the daily resource information.

Chris Barrentine:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Nation in
the Village: The Genesis of Peasant National Identity in Austrian Poland, 1848-1914, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

Paul Jackson:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Nation in the Village: The
Genesis of Peasant National Identity in Austrian Poland, 1848-1914 can be the response, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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