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Since the New Testaments inception as written text, its manuscripts have been subject to all the dangers of
history: scribal error, emendation, injury, and total destruction. The traditional goal of modern textual
criticism has been to reconstruct an original text from surviving manuscripts, adjudicating among all the
variant texts resulting from the slips, additions, and embellishments of scribal hand-copying. Because of the
way manuscripts circulate and give rise to new copies, it can be said that they have an eratic life: they mate
and breed, bear offspring, and generate families and descendants. New Testament textual critics of the
eighteenth century who began to use this language to group texts into families and geneal ogies were not
pioneering new approaches, but rather borrowing the metaphors and methods of natural scientists. Texts
began to be classified into families, tribes, and nations, and later were racialized as African or Asian, with
distinguishable textual physiognomies and textual complexions. The Erotic Life of Manuscripts explores this
curious relationship between the field of New Testament textual criticism and the biological sciences,
beginning with the eighteenth century and extending into the present. While these biological metaphors have
been powerful tools for textual critics, they also produce problematic understandings of textual purity and
agency, with the use of scientific discourse artificially separating the work of textual criticism from literary
interpretation. Yii-Jan Lin shows how the use of biological classification, genealogy, evolutionary theory,
and phylogenetics has shaped-and limited-the goals of New Testament textual criticism, the greatest of
which is the establishment of an authoritative, original text. She concludes by proposing new metaphors for
the field.
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From reader reviews:
Ray Nicolas:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the
Biological Sciences book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament
Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available asit. So, do you
continue to thinking The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological
Sciencesis not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Judith Smith:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader
with their story as well astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
themisthis The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences.

Timothy Wrobel:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
asin the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament
Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Tammy Carver:

This The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciencesis new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this The Erotic Life of Manuscripts: New Testament Textual Criticism and the Biological Sciences
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply



by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel deepy even dizzy thisreserve isthe
answer. So thereis not any in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't misstheideal Just read this e-book type for your better life as
well as knowledge.
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