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It was the era of Hawke and Keating, Kylie and INXS, the America’s Cup and the Bicentenary.

It was perhaps the most controversial decade in Australian history, with high-flying entrepreneurs booming
and busting, torrid debates over land rights and immigration, the advent of AIDS, a harsh recession and the
rise of the New Right.

It was a time when Australians fought for social change – on union picket lines, at rallies for women’s rights
and against nuclear weapons, and as part of a new environmental movement.

And then there were the events that left many scratching their heads: Joh for Canberra … the Australia Card
… Cliff Young.

In The Eighties, Frank Bongiorno brings all this and more to life. He uncovers forgotten stories – of factory
workers proud of their skills who found themselves surplus to requirements; of Vietnamese families battling
to make new lives for themselves in the suburbs. He sheds new light on ‘both the ordinary and extraordinary
things that happened to Australia and Australians during this liveliest of decades’.

The Eighties is contemporary history at its best.

Shortlisted, 2016 Ernest Scott Prize

‘Frank Bongiorno has successfully negotiated the minefield of Australia’s political egos to write the
definitive account of an inspired, infuriating decade.’ —George Megalogenis

‘Meaty and entertaining … The Eighties reconjur[es] the full flavour of the time – the tackiness of its
fraudsters and jailbird entrepreneurs, the cruelty of its economic fallout’ —the Australian

‘A rattling account, quick-cut and filmic, of contrasting, often overlapping, events: high and low culture, the
big moments nestling in the finer longforgotten detail. And the detail here is the thing, a running authorial
sleight of hand that salts a nimble, skipping narrative with enough fine-grained close-up to give the
impression of a dense and exhaustive study without being tempted into the many digressions that detail
might, in less disciplined hands, provoke.’ —the Age

‘A very impressive achievement of historical synthesis, written in lucid, fast-moving prose with an eye for
the telling detail. This is fine writing for the decade that brought Australia fine dining.’ —the Monthly

‘My guide down the foggy ruins of time is a 1980s teenager who’s now an ANU historian. His
comprehensive tour is a canny mix of economic history and news headlines.’ —Canberra Times

Frank Bongiorno is associate professor of history at the Australian National University and author of the
award-winning The Sex Lives of Australians. He has written for the Monthly, the Australian and Inside Story.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Jenkins:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication The Eighties: The Decade That Transformed Australia was filled in relation
to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Lisa Potter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Eighties: The Decade That Transformed Australia can
make you experience more interested to read.

Harry Baxter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Eighties: The Decade That
Transformed Australia.

Margie Rodriguez:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Eighties: The Decade That Transformed
Australia to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that
the e-book The Eighties: The Decade That Transformed Australia can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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