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Based on more than eighty interviews, this fast-paced, richly detailed biography of Perry Wallace, the first
African American basketball player in the SEC, digs deep beneath the surface to reveal a more complicated
and profound story of sports pioneering than we've come to expect from the genre. Perry Wallace's unusually
insightful and honest introspection reveals his inner thoughts throughout his journey.

Wallace entered kindergarten the year that Brown v. Board of Education upended "separate but equal.” Asa
twelve-year-old, he sneaked downtown to watch the sit-ins at Nashvill€e's lunch counters. A week after
Martin Luther King Jr.'s"| Have a Dream" speech, Wallace entered high school, and later saw the passage of
the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts. On March 16, 1966, his Pearl High School basketball team won
Tennessee'sfirst integrated state tournament—the same day Adolph Rupp's al-white Kentucky Wildcats lost
to the all-black Texas Western Minersin an iconic NCAA title game.

The world seemed to be opening up at just the right time, and when Vanderbilt recruited him, Perry Wallace
courageously accepted the assignment to desegregate the SEC. His experiences on campus and in the hostile
gymnasiums of the Deep South turned out to be nothing like he ever imagined.

On campus, he encountered the leading civil rights figures of the day, including Stokely Carmichael, Martin
Luther King Jr., Fannie Lou Hamer, and Robert Kennedy—and he led VVanderbilt's small group of black
students to a meeting with the university chancellor to push for better treatment.

On the basketball court, he experienced an Ole Miss boycott and the rabid hate of the Mississippi State fans
in Starkville. Following his freshman year, the NCAA instituted "the Lew Alcindor rule,” which deprived
Wallace of his signature move, the slam dunk.

Despite this attempt to limit the influence of arising tide of black stars, the final basket of Wallace's college
career was a cathartic and defiant dunk, and the story Wallace told to the Vanderbilt Human Relations
Committee and later The Tennessean was not the simple story of a triumphant trailblazer that many people
wanted to hear. Y es, he had gone from hearing racial epithets when he appeared in his dormitory to being
voted as the university's most popular student, but, at the risk of being labeled "ungrateful,”" he spoke truth to
power in describing the daily slights and abuses he had overcome and what Martin Luther King had called
"the agonizing loneliness of a pioneer."
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From reader reviews:
Andrew Fogarty:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the Collision of Race and Sports in the South.

Marie Guinn:

Here thing why this Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the Collision of Race and Sportsin the South are
different and reliable to be yours. First of al examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of the usb ports which isthe content is as delightful as food or not. Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the
Collision of Race and Sports in the South giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the Collision of
Race and Sportsin the South. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficultiesin
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the Collision of Race and
Sportsin the South in e-book can be your option.

Bryce Adams:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guysthisaren't like that. This Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the Collision of Race and Sportsin the South
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer of Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the Collision of Race and Sportsin the South content
conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles
but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the
Collision of Race and Sports in the South is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Gene Conley:

The reason why? Because this Strong Inside: Perry Wallace and the Collision of Race and Sportsin the
South isan unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who aso write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to



regret it. This unique book will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If | were
being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.
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