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In this critical work on the political thought of Leo Strauss, Sean Noah Walsh addresses Leo Strauss’s claims
about esotericism in the philosophic texts of Plato. He challenges Strauss’s understanding of esoteric writing
as an attempt by Plato to secretly encode the highest truths “exclusively between the lines” in order to avoid
persecution. Indeed, through the character of Socrates, the speaker with whom Plato is inextricably
associated, Walsh asserts that Plato’s exoteric writings were sufficiently incendiary and provocative to
demonstrate that a fear of persecution was not his highest priority. The politics that follow from Strauss’s
thought depend on the interpretation of these Platonic philosophical bases and by analyzing how the problem
of fear has been confronted in the works of Plato and Leo Strauss, Walsh offers a direct and thorough
account of the politics that emerge from Strauss’s esoteric reading of political philosophy.

Applying Lacanian psychoanalysis, Walsh investigates the discourse of Straussian esotericism. and examines
Plato’s writing for examples of exoteric risk, subjecting both Plato and Strauss’s writings to Lacan's
psychoanalytic technique for interpreting the function of desire in discourse. Given the continuing influence
of Strauss’s ideas on contemporary politics, particularly within American foreign policy, Walsh’s
examination of this Straussian esotericism for these effects will prove an interesting read for political
theorists, international relations scholars, and philosophers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Depriest:

The feeling that you get from Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political
Philosophy of Leo Strauss may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Perversion and the Art of
Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss instantly.

Frances Oberlin:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo
Strauss.

Norris Patterson:

This Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great
manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Perversion and the Art of Persecution: Esotericism and
Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that?

Lori Gonzales:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can



have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Perversion and the Art of
Persecution: Esotericism and Fear in the Political Philosophy of Leo Strauss which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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