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Early in the twentieth century, the Cuban sugarcane industry faced a labor crisis when Cuban and European
workers balked at the inhumane conditions they endured in the cane fields. Rather than reforming their
practices, sugar companies gained permission from the Cuban government to import thousands of black
workers from other Caribbean colonies, primarily Haiti and Jamaica. Black Labor, White Sugar illuminates
the story of these immigrants, their exploitation by the sugarcane companies, and the strategies they used to
fight back.

Philip A. Howard traces the socioeconomic and political circumstances in Haiti and Jamaica that led men to
leave their homelands to cut, load, and haul sugarcane in Cuba. Once there, the field workers, or braceros,
were subject to marginalization and even violence from the sugar companies, which used structures of race,
ethnicity, color, and class to subjugate these laborers. Howard argues that braceros drew on their cultural
identities-from concepts of home and family to spiritual worldviews-to interpret and contest their
experiences in Cuba. They also fought against their exploitation in more overt ways. As labor conditions
worsened in response to falling sugar prices, the principles of anarcho-syndicalism converged with the Pan-
African philosophy of Marcus Garvey to foster the evolution of a protest culture among black Caribbean
laborers. By the mid-1920s, this identity encouraged many braceros to participate in strikes that sought to
improve wages as well as living and working conditions.

The first full-length exploration of Haitian and Jamaican workers in the Cuban sugarcane industry, Black
Labor, White Sugar examines the industry's abuse of thousands of black Caribbean immigrants, and the
braceros' answering struggle for power and self-definition.
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From reader reviews:

William Mayer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Black Labor, White Sugar: Caribbean
Braceros and Their Struggle for Power in the Cuban Sugar Industry will make you to be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Lisa Marsh:

This book untitled Black Labor, White Sugar: Caribbean Braceros and Their Struggle for Power in the
Cuban Sugar Industry to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or
you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements
to past this reserve from your list.

Marie Guinn:

The reserve with title Black Labor, White Sugar: Caribbean Braceros and Their Struggle for Power in the
Cuban Sugar Industry contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Lisa Yang:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Black Labor, White Sugar: Caribbean Braceros
and Their Struggle for Power in the Cuban Sugar Industry to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Black Labor, White Sugar: Caribbean Braceros
and Their Struggle for Power in the Cuban Sugar Industry can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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