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Over the course of the eighteenth century, increasing numbers of French women, from the wives and
daughters of artisans and merchants to countesses and queens, became writers-not authors, and not mere
signers of names, but writers of letters. Taking as her inspiration a portrait of an unknown woman writing a
letter to her children by French painter Adélaide Labille-Guiard, Dena Goodman challenges the deep-seated
association of women with love |etters and proposes a counternarrative of young women struggling with the
challenges of the modern world through the mediation of writing.

In Becoming a Woman in the Age of Letters, Goodman enters the lives and world of these women, drawing
on their letters, the cultural history of language and education, and the material culture of letter writing itself:
inkstands, desks, and writing paper. Goodman follows the lives of elite women from childhood through their
education in traditional convents and modern private schools and into the shops and interior spacesin which
epistolary furnishings and furniture were made for, sold to, and used by women who took pen in hand.
Stationers set up fashionabl e shops, merchants devel oped lines of small writing desks, and the furnishings
and floor plans of homes changed to accommodate women's needs.

It was as writers and consumers that women entered not only shops but also the modern world that was
taking shape in Paris and other cities. Although many women, from major novelists, painters, and educators
to schoolgirls and their mothers as well as Parisian tourists and other shoppers, come to life in this book,
Goodman focuses on four bodies of epistolary work by little-known women: the letters of Genevieve de
Malboissiére, Manon Phlipon, Catherine de Saint-Pierre, and Sophie Silvestre. These letters allow Goodman
to explore how particular girls of different socia positions came to womanhood through letter writing. She
shows how letter writing expanded women's horizons even as it deepened their ability to reflect on
themselves.

The analysis of more than one hundred illustrations?from paintings by major Dutch and French artists to
inkstands and writing desks, stationers' trade cards, and manuscript letters on decorated paper?isintegral to
Goodman's argument.
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From reader reviews:
Marie Flynt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Becoming a Woman in the Age of Letters. Try to the
actual book Becoming aWoman in the Age of Letters asyour pal. It meansthat it can being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, itisvery
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So, let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Heather Roberts:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Becoming a\Woman in the
Age of Letters? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou aready know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have different opinion?

James Sellers:

This book untitled Becoming a Woman in the Age of Lettersto be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
iS no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Carlos Tabor:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Becoming a Woman in the Age of

L etters can give you alot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et's have Becoming a
Woman in the Age of Letters.
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