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Jean-Antoine Houdon (1741-1826) has long been recognized as the greatest European portrait sculptor of the
|ate eighteenth century, flourishing during both the American and French Revolutions as well as during the
Directoire and Empire in France. Whether sculpting a head of state, an intellectual, or ayoung child, Houdon
had an uncanny ability to capture the essence of his subject with a characteristic pose or expression. Y et until
now, Houdon's exquisite scul ptures have never been the subject of a major exhibition.

This lavish exhibition catalogue, now available in paperback, is the definitive work on Houdon. With more
than one hundred color plates and two hundred black and white halftones, Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of
the Enlightenment illustrates every stage of the sculptor's fascinating career, from his early portrayals of
Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette to his stunning portraits of American patriots such as George Washington,
the Marquis de Lafayette, John Paul Jones, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. Indeed the images we
hold dear of legendary Enlightenment figures like Diderot, Rousseau, d'Alembert, and Voltaire are based on
works by Houdon. More than mere representations, these scul ptures provide us fascinating, intimate
glimpses into the very core of who these figures were. Houdon's genius animated even hisless illustrious
subjects, like his portraits of hisfamily and friends, and filled his sculptures of children with delicacy and
freshness. Accompanying the images of Houdon's masterworks are four insightful essays that discuss
Houdon's views on art (based in part on a newly discovered manuscript written by the artist) aswell as his
prominence in the highly varied cultures of eighteenth-century France, Germany, and Russia.

From aristocrats to revolutionaries, actors to philosophers, Houdon's amazingly vivid portraits constitute the

visual record of the Enlightenment and capture the true spirit of aremarkable age. Jean-Antoine Houdon
finally gives these gorgeous works their due.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Campbdll:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individual s keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyoneis you don't know which you should start with. This Jean-Antoine Houdon:
Sculptor of the Enlightenment is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Dorothy Frazier:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of the
Enlightenment book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Michadl Turner:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is Jean-
Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of the Enlightenment.

Steven Murray:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of the Enlightenment
or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those
ebooks are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Jean-Antoine Houdon: Sculptor of the Enlightenment to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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