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This debut novel joins the work of Sandra Cisneros, Richard Rodriguez, and Jimmy Santiago Baca in
painting a rich, impressionistic canvas of growing up Chicano.

Growing Through the Ugly begins: "This is my first day of being dead but I want to return to my abuelita's
house." Even though the protagonist, Buzzy Digit, a child-turned-soldier, is dead, his memory is still alive. In
lyrical, colorful, and haunting prose, drawing on elements of magic realism, we are transported to the 1960s
town of El Paso, Texas, where we relive Buzzy's memories of his life with his extended family on the border
between Mexico and America. The border where people speak two languages.

Abandoned first by his father, then by his mother, and growing up in an erotically charged household filled
with cousins, aunts, and uncles, Buzzy's world is defined by loss, loneliness, and sexual confusion.
Eventually Buzzy falls in love with his destructive cousin Red, and finds that his only escape from the
claustrophobia of home is what might make him a hero--or kill him: the war in Vietnam.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Morris:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Growing Through the Ugly: A Novel. Try to face the book Growing
Through the Ugly: A Novel as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ramon Jeter:

The book Growing Through the Ugly: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Growing Through the Ugly:
A Novel to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-
book Growing Through the Ugly: A Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Curtis Phillips:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Growing Through the Ugly: A Novel it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Kathe Waller:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Growing Through the Ugly: A Novel to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn
it. Beside that the guide Growing Through the Ugly: A Novel can to be your friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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