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From the time when humans first learned to harnessfire, cultivate crops, and domesticate livestock, they
have dtered their environment as a means of survival. In the modern era, however, natural resources have
been devoured and defiled in the wake of a consumerism that goes beyond mere subsistence. In this volume,
an international group of environmental historians documents the significant ways in which humans have
impacted their surroundings throughout history.

John McNéeill introduces the collection with an overarching account of the history of human
environmental impact. Other contributors explore the use and abuse of the earth’s land in the development of
agriculture, commercial forestry, and in the battle against desertification in arid and semi-arid regions. Cities,
which first appeared some 5,500 years ago, have posed their own unique environmental challenges,
including dilemmas of solid waste disposal, sewerage, disease, pollution, and sustainable food and water
supplies.

The rise of nation-states brought environmental legislation, which often meant “selling off” natural resources
through eminent domain. Perhaps the most damaging environmental event in history resulted from a* perfect
storm” of effects: cheap fossil fuels (especially petroleum) and the rapid rise of personal incomes during the
1950s brought an exponential increase in energy consumption and unforseen levels of greenhouse gassesto
the earth’ s atmosphere. By the 1970s, the deterioration of air, land, and water due to industrialization,
population growth, and consumerism led to the birth of the environmental and ecological movements.

Overal, the volume points to the ability and responsibility of humans to reverse the course of detrimental
trends and to achieve environmental sustainability for existing and future populations.
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From reader reviews:
Kenneth Hill:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asit is known to usthat book isimportant factor to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Turning Points of
Environmental History (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or ideal book with you?

Deborah Wilker son:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Turning
Points of Environmental History (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) suitable to you? The book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Turning Points of Environmental History
(Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ)is the main of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their ideain the smple way, so all of people can easily to know
the core of this book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world on this book.

Walter Rojas:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsisthing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition details. Even you love The Turning Points of Environmental History (Pittsburgh Hist
Urban Environ), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of
hang-out typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Sandra Forester:

That book can make you to fedl relax. Thiskind of book The Turning Points of Environmental History
(Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Turning Points of Environmental History (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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