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The first few years of life are a time of unparalleled physical, intellectual, and emotional development. But
they can also be a time of neglect and abuse: this is the period when children are most likely to suffer
mistreatment by their parents, and most likely to be placed in foster care. Today most children entering the
child welfare system are very young, and, in most large states, infants are the largest group of children
entering foster care each year. Social service systems are typically not designed for very young children,
however, and therefore fail to serve their special needs. This shortcoming is significant because protecting
very young children from physical harm is not enough; they must also be protected from developmental
harm.
The Tender Years is the first textbook to address this critical situation. Beginning with an overview of child
development theory, it examines child abuse reporting patterns and discusses placement in foster care,
reunification, and adoption. It also looks at public child welfare practice, featuring vivid examples of the
children and families served by this system. The authors analyze the differences between the foster care
experiences of very young children and those of older children, with special emphasis on the way the child
welfare system deals with infants. Based on a significant body of evidence regarding young children's unique
affective, physical, and cognitive development, this text illuminates the interrelationship of child welfare
practice, child development outcomes, and public policy. The authors offer a fundamental framework for
decision-making in child welfare when young children are involved, and recommend specific changes in
policy and practice aimed at moving the system toward greater developmental sensitivity.
Timely and provocative, The Tender Years is essential reading for courses in child welfare, social work with
children, and social work with the family, as well as a valuable resource for child welfare administrators and
policy makers.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Custer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Tender Years: Toward
Developmentally Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in
Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Daniel McCullough:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Tender Years: Toward
Developmentally Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in
Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

John Ferguson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Tender Years: Toward Developmentally
Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in Child Welfare
Practice, Policy, and Research) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Tender Years: Toward
Developmentally Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in
Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This
is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Luis Gonzalez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have



the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Tender Years: Toward
Developmentally Sensitive Child Welfare Services for Very Young Children (Child Welfare: A Series in
Child Welfare Practice, Policy, and Research) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.
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