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The Boer War in South Africa was Canada’s first trial by fire. The pre-eminent superpower of the day, Great
Britain, had decided to wage one of its ‘little wars’ against two white Protestant Dutch-speaking republics in
southern Africa who had declared their independence from all European empires. At stake was control of
rich resources; gold and diamonds; and strategic advantage.

Canada was divided. Many Canadians wanted to see their country prove its loyalty to the Empire by sending
troops to fight alongside the British. Others felt Canada had no quarrel with the Boers, and no justification
for taking up arms against them and their much-demonized leader.

The prime minister of the day, Wilfred Laurier, had wide support in Quebec where opposition to the war was
strong. In the end his government’s decision was to send what at the time was called ‘Canada’s little army,’ a
contingent that in the end numbered about 7,000 of a British force that ultimately exceeded 200,000. Some
contributed to several conventional military victories, while other Canadian soldiers became part of a
horrifying ‘dirty war,’ in which the British used tactics that included concentration camps for women and
children and a scorched earth campaign of burning homes and farms.

Carman Miller is a leading expert on the Boer War, and he has written this short, illustrated account of
Canadian involvement in a conflict which has many surprising parallels to contemporary events. In his book,
he combines an account of key battles in the war that will interest readers of military history with the story of
the political, social and cultural effects of the war on Canadian life, which will intrigue anyone interested in
post-Confederation Canadian history.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robbins:

The book Canada's Little War: Fighting for the British Empire in Southern Africa 1899-1902 (Lorimer
Illustrated History) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave the good thing like a book Canada's Little War: Fighting for the British Empire in Southern Africa
1899-1902 (Lorimer Illustrated History)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Canada's Little War: Fighting for the British Empire in Southern Africa 1899-1902 (Lorimer Illustrated
History) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search
the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Roxanne Pineda:

The reserve with title Canada's Little War: Fighting for the British Empire in Southern Africa 1899-1902
(Lorimer Illustrated History) contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Shirley Parker:

This Canada's Little War: Fighting for the British Empire in Southern Africa 1899-1902 (Lorimer Illustrated
History) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately
using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Canada's Little War: Fighting for the British Empire
in Southern Africa 1899-1902 (Lorimer Illustrated History) in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt that?

Belinda Tenney:

Beside this Canada's Little War: Fighting for the British Empire in Southern Africa 1899-1902 (Lorimer
Illustrated History) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Canada's Little War: Fighting for



the British Empire in Southern Africa 1899-1902 (Lorimer Illustrated History) because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
read it from currently!
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