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“Faster than a speeding bullet. More powerful than a locomotive. Able to leap tall buildings in a single
bound . . . It’s Superman!” Bending Steel examines the historical origins and cultural significance of
Superman and his fellow American crusaders. Cultural historian Aldo J. Regalado asserts that the superhero
seems a direct response to modernity, often fighting the interrelated processes of industrialization,
urbanization, immigration, and capitalism that transformed the United States from the early nineteenth
century to the present. Reeling from these exciting but rapid and destabilizing forces, Americans turned to
heroic fiction as a means of explaining national and personal identities to themselves and to the world. In so
doing, they created characters and stories that sometimes affirmed, but other times subverted conventional
notions of race, class, gender, and nationalism.

The cultural conversation articulated through the nation’s early heroic fiction eventually led to a new heroic
type—the brightly clad, super-powered, pro-social action heroes that first appeared in American comic books
starting in the late 1930s. Although indelibly shaped by the Great Depression and World War II sensibilities
of the second-generation immigrants most responsible for their creation, comic book superheroes remain a
mainstay of American popular culture.

Tracing superhero fiction all the way back to the nineteenth century, Regalado firmly bases his analysis of
dime novels, pulp fiction, and comics in historical, biographical, and reader response sources. He explores
the roles played by creators, producers, and consumers in crafting superhero fiction, ultimately concluding
that these narratives are essential for understanding vital trajectories in American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero. Try
to the actual book Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero as your good friend. It means that
it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Kristen Zamora:

The book Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero has simple shape however
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Evans:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Bending Steel: Modernity and the
American Superhero that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you could pick Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero become your current
starter.

Johnnie Colby:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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