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In X-15, the exciting story of the X-15—the iconic rocket plane of the Cold War space race—is recounted by
John Anderson, curator of aerodynamics at the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum. This
experimental space plane was on the cutting edge of hypersonic aerodynamics, and its winged reentry from
space foreshadowed the development of the Space Shuttle decades later. Launched from the wing of a
modified B-52 bomber—again foretelling a concept that would be used decades later, in this case by
SpaceShipOne and SpaceShipTwo—the ship rocketed higher and faster than any manned aircraft of the time.
Designed to approach seven times the speed of sound, it was the first hypersonic aircraft ever created and
was engineered to function both in the Earth’ s atmosphere and at the edge of space. Illustrated with period
NASA and USAF photographs, as well as exclusive Smithsonian photography of the first of three X-15s
built, X-15 captures the risks and dangers of the X-15 program as Anderson follows the test pilots (including
Neil Armstrong) who pushed the very limits of their piloting skills to master groundbreaking experimental
technology. Even with the fatal crash of the third X-15, the overall success of the program helped pave the
way for NASA to continue to the Moon—and this is the definitive, expertly curated, and beautifully
illustrated account of its development.
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From reader reviews:
Alvin Shaw:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this X-15 (Smithsonian Series).

Toni Williams:

The book X-15 (Smithsonian Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize
to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book X-15 (Smithsonian Series) for being your
habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve X-15 (Smithsonian
Series). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how
do you think about this reserve?

Fred Garza:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due
to the fact just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this X-15 (Smithsonian Series) to read.

Andres Edelman:

Y ou can obtain this X-15 (Smithsonian Series) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern eraincluding now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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