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The Balinese devotion to their templesis both legendary and conspicuous, but the ways in which they
enshrine their innermost desires have long been hidden. This ethnography draws back the veil by focusing on
the romantic experiences of women in arural village (Punyanwangi) in North Bali from adolescence to
maturity. Delving into the intensity of passion that exists just below the harmonious veneer of traditional
patterns of courtship and marriage, motherhood, and connubial fidelity, this book overturns Margaret Mead's
assertions of passivity in Balinese social life. Punyanwangi's proximity to athriving tourist center allows
Megan Jennaway to explore as well the striking gender disparities in the ways sexuality and desire are
culturally mediated. Aside from service work, women are excluded from entering the tourist domain, yet
male sexual adventurism is expected and even encouraged. The bodies of foreign women are thus invested
with potent fantasies of exotic desire, while those of local women are muted-denied |egitimate avenues of
expression. The author invokes Post-Freudian and feminist concepts of sexuality to explain culturally
specific psychiatric disorders to which Balinese women are prone, interpreting them as expressions of
frustrated desire. She thus convincingly reveals Balinese society as anything but unemotional or stagnant.
Rather, it is swept along by currents of emotionally charged desire. By allowing key informants to tell their
storiesin their own voices and by skillfully interweaving fictionalized interludes, the author gives us not only
arigorously researched ethnography, but an intimate and fully realized portrait of Balinese women's
innermost desires.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Tuttle

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps god; it
means that reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a
book. They are reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Sisters and Lovers: Women and Desirein Bali (Asian
Voices).

Florence Williams:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Sisters and Lovers; Women and Desire
in Bali (Asian Voices). All type of book are you able to see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Santos Ball:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Sisters and
Lovers: Women and Desirein Bali (Asian Voices) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

William Reyes:

Sisters and Lovers: Women and Desire in Bali (Asian Voices) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his’her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
Sisters and Lovers: Women and Desirein Bali (Asian Voices) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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