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Although an ascetic ideal of leadership had both classical and biblical roots, it found particularly fertile soil
in the monastic fervor of the fourth through sixth centuries. Church officials were increasingly recruited from
monastic communities, and the monk-bishop became the dominant model of ecclesiastical leadership in the
Eastern Roman Empire and Byzantium. In an interesting paradox, Andrea Sterk explains that "from the
world-rejecting monasteries and desert hermitages of the east came many of the most powerful leaders in the
church and civil society as a whole."

Sterk explores the social, political, intellectual, and theological grounding for this development. Focusing on
four foundational figures--Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus, and John
Chrysostom--she traces the emergence of a new ideal of ecclesiastical leadership: the merging of ascetic and
episcopal authority embodied in the monk-bishop. She also studies church histories, legislation, and popular
ascetic and hagiographical literature to show how the ideal spread and why it eventually triumphed. The
image of a monastic bishop became the convention in the Christian east.

Renouncing the World Yet Leading the Church brings new understanding of asceticism, leadership, and the
church in late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

German Montoya:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Renouncing the
World Yet Leading the Church suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Renouncing the World Yet Leading the Churchis one of several books that will
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Allison Devore:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Renouncing the World Yet
Leading the Church that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they
react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through
as your good habit, you can pick Renouncing the World Yet Leading the Church become your starter.

Henry Hedrick:

You may get this Renouncing the World Yet Leading the Church by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by
e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Marline Deluca:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Renouncing the World
Yet Leading the Church.
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