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How can we approach the mystery that is the church? The French Dominican theologian Yves Congar
(1904-1995) explored this theme in works both published and unpublished, from 1931 until his suspension
from the Le Saulchoir theology faculty over concern about his "new theology" in 1954. Congar's goal: to
develop what he called a "total ecclesiology" or theology of the church. The then-predominant notions of the
church as a perfect society, and strong focus on a pyramid-like view of hierarchy over the laity, did not in
Congar's view offer an integrated, organic portrait of the church as a mystery or as a whole. The key to
ecclesiology, he believed, was to give full place to all of the ecclesial elements and to the relationships that
hold them together, often in tension.

Congar coined the term "total ecclesiology" in his ground-breaking outline for a theology of the laity, A Way
towards a Theology of the Laity. In Mystery of the Church, People of God, Rose M. Beal argues that "total
ecclesiology" is the necessary and appropriate lens for a comprehensive interpretation of Congar's
ecclesiological project prior to the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965). Beal works from Congar's
published works from 1931 to 1954, as well as from unpublished texts from the same time period, to
integrate and propose a comprehensive interpretation of his ecclesiological purposes and methods.

The use of Congar's unpublished materials make this book a unique undertaking. These texts allow Beal to
see the "behind the scenes" story of Congar's ecclesiology. They bring insight to a more accurate and
informed interpretation of his extensive published corpus, and offer a clearer view of the path towards his
contribution to Vatican II's Dogmatic Constitution on the Church  (Lumen Gentium).
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Mystery
of the Church, People of God: Yves Congar's Total Ecclesiology as a Path to Vatican II? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Christine Erhart:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Mystery of the Church, People of God: Yves
Congar's Total Ecclesiology as a Path to Vatican II was making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Mystery of the
Church, People of God: Yves Congar's Total Ecclesiology as a Path to Vatican II is not only giving you more
new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Mystery of the Church, People of God: Yves
Congar's Total Ecclesiology as a Path to Vatican II. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Russell Hardison:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Mystery of the Church, People of
God: Yves Congar's Total Ecclesiology as a Path to Vatican II, you may enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Omer Brown:

This Mystery of the Church, People of God: Yves Congar's Total Ecclesiology as a Path to Vatican II is
completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this Mystery of the Church, People of God: Yves Congar's Total Ecclesiology as a Path to
Vatican II can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is



the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition
to knowledge.
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