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Sixty years before the comics entered the American newspaper press, Rodolphe Topffer of Geneva (1799-
1846), schoolmaster, university professor, polemical journalist, art critic, landscape draftsman, and writer of
fiction, travel tales, and social criticism, invented anew art form: the comic strip, or "picture story," that is
now the graphic novel. At first he resisted publishing what he called his "little follies." When he did, they
became instantly popular, plagiarized, and imitated throughout Europe and the United States.

Topffer developed a graphic style suited to his poor eyesight: the doodle, which he systematized and also
theorized. The drawings, with their "modernist” spontaneous, flickering, broken lines, forming figuresin
mad hyperactivity, run above deft, ironic captions and propel narratives of surreal absurdity. The artist's
maniacal protagonists mix social satire with myth. By the mid-nineteenth century, Messrs. Jabot, Festus,
Cryptogame, and other members of the crazy family, comprising eight picture storiesin all, were instant folk
heroes. In abiographical framework, Kunzle situates the comic strips in the Genevan and European culture
of thetime aswell asin relation to Topffer's other work, notably his hilarious travel tales, and recounts their
curious genesis (with an initial imprimatur from Goethe, no less) and their controversial success.

Kunzl€'s study, the first in English on the writer-artist, accompanies Rodol phe Topffer: The Complete Comic
Srips, afacsimile edition of the strips themselves, with the first-ever trandation of these into English.

David Kunzleis a professor of art history at the University of California, Los Angeles, and the author of
many books on popular culture and graphic arts, including History of the Comic Srip: The Nineteenth
Century.
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From reader reviews:
Manuel Jett:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Father of the Comic Strip: Rodol phe Topffer (Great Comics
Artists).

Albert Aucoin:

The book Father of the Comic Strip: Rodol phe Topffer (Great Comics Artists) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou should use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a
book Father of the Comic Strip: Rodolphe Topffer (Great Comics Artists) to become your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Father of the Comic Strip: Rodolphe Tdpffer
(Great Comics Artists). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Patricia Northcutt:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games dl day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read the
book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours aday to
reading a book. The book Father of the Comic Strip: Rodol phe Topffer (Great Comics Artists) it is very good
to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore
easily to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Emma Peterson:

Father of the Comic Strip: Rodolphe Topffer (Great Comics Artists) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Father of the Comic Strip:
Rodolphe Topffer (Great Comics Artists) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can



easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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