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The figure of Dai Zhen (1724–1777) looms large in modern Chinese intellectual history. Dai was a
mathematical astronomer and influential polymath who, along with like-minded scholars, sought to balance
understandings of science, technology, and history within the framework of classical Chinese writings.
Exploring ideas in fields as broad-ranging as astronomy, geography, governance, phonology, and etymology,
Dai grappled with Western ideas and philosophies, including Jesuit conceptions of cosmology, which were
so important to the Qing dynasty (1644–1911) court’s need for calendrical precision. Minghui Hu tells the
story of China’s transition to modernity from the perspective of 18th-century Chinese scholars who were
dedicated to examining the present and past with the tools of evidential analysis. Using Dai as the centering
point, Hu shows how the tongru ("broadly learned scholars") of this era navigated Confucian, Jesuit, and
other worldviews during a dynamic period, connecting ancient theories to new knowledge in the process.
Scholars and students of early modern Chinese history—and those examining science, religious, and
intellectual history more broadly—will find China’s Transition to Modernity inspiring and helpful to their
research and teaching.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Kuehner:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high
quality.

Samuel Jackson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai Zhen can be
your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Morgan Lytle:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision
of Dai Zhen. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Ronald Cleary:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication China's Transition to Modernity: The New Classical Vision of Dai
Zhen was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book which you wanted.
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