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Strategically situated at the gateway to the Mississippi River yet standing atop a former swamp, New Orleans
was from the first what geographer Peirce Lewis called an "impossible but inevitable city." How New
Orleans came to be, taking shape between the mutual and often contradictory forces of nature and urban
development, is the subject of An Unnatural Metropolis. Craig E. Colten traces engineered modifications to
New Orleans's natural environment from 1800 to 2000 and demonstrates that, though all cities must contend
with their physical settings, New Orleans may be the city most dependent on human-induced transformations
of its precarious site. In a new preface, Colten shows how Hurricane Katrina exemplifies the inability of
human artifice to exclude nature from cities and he urges city planners to keep the environment in mind as
they contemplate New Orleans's future. Urban geographers frequently have portrayed cities as the antithesis
of nature, but in An Unnatural Metropolis, Colten introduces a critical environmental perspective to the
history of urban areas. His amply illustrated work offers an in-depth look at a city and society uniquely
shaped by the natural forces it has sought to harness.
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From reader reviews:

Lacie Young:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This An Unnatural
Metropolis: Wresting New Orleans from Nature is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sarita Springer:

This An Unnatural Metropolis: Wresting New Orleans from Nature are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this An Unnatural Metropolis: Wresting New
Orleans from Nature can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed people. Beside that this An Unnatural Metropolis: Wresting New Orleans from Nature giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Evelyn Garcia:

This An Unnatural Metropolis: Wresting New Orleans from Nature is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having An Unnatural Metropolis: Wresting New Orleans from Nature in your hand like having the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt that?

Kay Newberry:

You can obtain this An Unnatural Metropolis: Wresting New Orleans from Nature by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right



ways for you.
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