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It was 1869 and Sarah Moses, with "a very black eye," told her father: The world will never know what
trouble I have seen. What she'd seen was violence at the hands of her husband. Does the world know any
more of such things today than it did in Sarah's time?

Sarah, it so happens, lived in Oregon, that Edenic state on the Pacific Coast, and it is here that David
Peterson del Mar centers his history of violence against wives. What causes such violence? Has it changed
over time? How does it relate to the state of society as a whole? And how have women tried to stop it, resist
it, escape it? These are the questions Peterson del Mar pursues, and the answers he finds are as fascinating as
they are disturbing.

Thousands of thickly documented divorce cases from the Oregon circuit courts let us listen to voices who
often go unheard. These are the people who didn't keep diaries or leave autobiographies, who sometimes
could not write at all. Here they speak of a society that quietly condoned wife beating until the spread of an
ethos of self-restraint in the late nineteenth century. And then, Peterson del Mar finds, the practice increased
with a vengeance with the florescence of expressive individualism during the twentieth century.

What Trouble I Have Seen also traces a dramatic shift in wives' response to their husbands' violence. Settler
and Native American women commonly fought abusive mates. Most wives of the late nineteenth century
acted more cautiously and relied on others for protection. But twentieth-century privatism, Peterson del Mar
discovers, often isolated modern wives from family and neighbors, casting abused women on the mercy of
the police, women's shelters, and, most important, their own resources. Thus a new emphasis on self-
determination, even as it stimulated violence among men, enhanced the ability of women to resist and escape
violent husbands.

The first sustained history of violence toward wives, What Trouble I Have Seen offers remarkable testimony
to the impact of social trends on the most private arrangements, and the resilience of women subject to a
seemingly timeless crime.
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Reviews of this book:
Del Mar offers a history of woman battering in Oregon that is compassionate, richly detailed, [and]
complex...The richness of this historical examination will be of great interest to scholars and students of
gender, family life, and violence against women.
--James Ptacek, Contemporary Sociology

Reviews of this book:
This is a fascinating book, with a bold and clear argument and a host of insights into family life and
standards...It is stimulating, often plausible, and important.
--Peter N. Stearns, American Historical Review

Reviews of this book:
What Trouble I Have Seen weaves together an extraordinary mix of contradictory threads in the histories of
violence, westward expansion, race, economics, gender roles, work, attitudes about marriage and women,
and changes in the economy to explain historical changes in violence against wives. It is both a local history
of Oregon and a larger social analysis of changing national patterns. It is solid scholarship with an activist
aim at understanding the problem in order to solve it. The complexity of Peterson Del Mar's argument is
commendable. He covers the incidence and nature of male violence against wives, women's resistance to it
and societal interventions in violent marriages...What Trouble I Have Seen is an immensely...
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From reader reviews:

Robert Jones:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book What Trouble I Have Seen
(History of Violence Against Wives) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Joyce Cassady:

The book What Trouble I Have Seen (History of Violence Against Wives) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing
like a book What Trouble I Have Seen (History of Violence Against Wives)? Several of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book What Trouble I Have Seen (History of Violence
Against Wives) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Stroud:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this What Trouble I Have Seen (History of
Violence Against Wives) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt What Trouble I Have Seen (History of Violence Against Wives) as good book not simply by the cover
but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Clark Abeyta:

This What Trouble I Have Seen (History of Violence Against Wives) is brand new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this What
Trouble I Have Seen (History of Violence Against Wives) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that
is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can



find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for
your better life along with knowledge.
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