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“Here, Mr. Split-Foot, do as I do!” exclaimed the child, and the spirits obeyed her command. Thus, in 1848,
thirteen-year-old Margaret Fox inaugurated the age of spiritualism. Those early spirit manifestations in a
humble New York farmhouse were “but the beginning of a grand seance which for the next half century was
to see persons returned from the dead walking upon the earth, mingling freely with mortal Americans.
Ceremonies were performed which united in wedlock the living and the dead; ghostly schoolboys returned
from the land of the spirits to revisit their old schoolhouses, upsetting the dignity of earthly classrooms . . .
Drivers of owl horsecars . . . were intrigued by beautiful female spirits who rode their cars at night and
promptly vanished if approached for a fare.”

The colorful career of Margaret Fox, the most famous medium of the era and the “fountainhead” of the cult
of spiritualism, attracted the attention of the most prominent public figures of the day. For P. T. Barnum, this
phenomenon was another novelty to present to the American public. Horace Greeley took a personal interest
in Margaret and her sister; he gave the movement extensive publicity. Lincoln often invited Margaret Fox
and other mediums to the White House for seances, during which attempts were made to invoke the spirit of
the Lincolns’ dead son. Members of Congress, judges, and intellectuals of the day were well acquainted with
her and with the spiritualist movement.

The course of this spirit invasion and the many and varied means by which men communicated with dwellers
of the other world are the subjects of this volume. With Margaret Fox the spirits spoke by rapping on floor
and furniture. With others they communicated by writing on slates, by touching with ghostly hands, by
moving furniture (one medium was so popular that his furniture followed him about like a pack of dogs).
Some spirits spoke directly through the mouths of entranced mediums. And some were so bold—or so
talented—that they were able to materialize in the flesh before properly receptive groups of people—and
happy indeed was the devotee who received a warm embrace from a lovely young spirit lady or a handsome
ghostly gentleman during such a materialization.

The spirits who thus displayed their interest in this mortal world soon came to have a considerable influence
over whole segments of the American population. For some, spiritualism was a comforting means of
maintaining contact with loved ones now departed. For others it was a religion, a blessed aid on the road to
salvation. For still others it provided practical assistance with more earthly problems. Many found in it
intriguing puzzles for scientific investigation. And for the whole country it provided a constant source of
excitement, interest, and entertainment.

Written in spritely prose and permeated with a grave humor, this account of nineteenth-century spiritualism
will be equally satisfying to the casual reader interested in a good story, and to the scholar seeking serious
social history.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Unhappy Medium: Spiritualism and the
Life of Margaret Fox. Try to the actual book The Unhappy Medium: Spiritualism and the Life of Margaret
Fox as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Celeste Silver:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Unhappy Medium: Spiritualism and
the Life of Margaret Fox can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

John Dinwiddie:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Unhappy Medium: Spiritualism and the Life of Margaret Fox your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get before. The The Unhappy Medium: Spiritualism and the Life of Margaret Fox giving you
another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on
this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Adam Gutierrez:

Beside this particular The Unhappy Medium: Spiritualism and the Life of Margaret Fox in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have The Unhappy Medium: Spiritualism and the Life of Margaret Fox because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts



concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this
book and read it from now!
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