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In The Merchant of Venice, the path to marriage is hazardous. To win Portia, Bassanio must pass a test
prescribed by her father’ s will, choosing correctly among three caskets or chests. If he fails, he may never
marry at all.

Bassanio and Portia also face a magnificent villain, the moneylender Shylock. In creating Shylock,
Shakespeare seems to have shared in awidespread prejudice against Jews. Shylock would have been
regarded as avillain because he was a Jew. Y et he gives such powerful expression to his alienation due to the
hatred around him that, in many productions, he emerges as the hero.

Portiais most remembered for her disguise as alawyer, Balthazar, especially the speech in which she urges
Shylock to show mercy that “droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.”

The authoritative edition of The Merchant of Venice from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and
widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-reference

-Hundreds of hypertext links for instant navigation

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play

-Newly revised explanatory notes conveniently linked to the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries

-A key to the play’ s famous lines and phrases

-Anintroduction to reading Shakespeare's language

-An essay by aleading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books

-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Alexander Leggatt
The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world' s largest collection of
Shakespeare' s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to

exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offersafull calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:
L awrence Rector:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library). You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a
book The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.

Y ou may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Karen Johnson:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book The Merchant of Venice (Folger
Shakespeare Library) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Merchant of Venice
(Folger Shakespeare Library) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library). Y ou never truly feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Paula M ayo:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys thiskind of aren't like that. This The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated
with The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form
of it. So, do you continue to thinking The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) is not loveable
to be your top record reading book?

Belinda Hamilton:

The Merchant of Venice (Folger Shakespeare Library) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but neverthel ess delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Merchant of Venice
(Folger Shakespeare Library) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily



drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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