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Recent flashpoints in Black-Jewish relations--Louis Farrakhan's Million Man March, the violence in Crown
Heights, Leonard Jeffries' polemical speeches, the O.J. Simpson verdict, and the contentious responses to
these events--suggest just how wide the gap has become in the fragile coalition that was formed during the
Civil Rights movement of the 1960s. Instead of critical dialogue and respectful exchange, we have witnessed
battles that too often consist of vulgar name-calling and self-righteous finger-pointing. Absent from these
exchanges are two vitally important and potentially healing elements: Comprehension of the actual history
between Blacks and Jews, and level-headed discussion of the many issues that currently divide the two
groups.
In Struggles in the Promised Land, editors Jack Salzman and Cornel West bring together twenty-one
illuminating essays that fill precisely this absence. As Salzman makes clear in his introduction, the purpose
of this collection is not to offer quick fixes to the present crisis but to provide a clarifying historical
framework from which lasting solutions may emerge. Where historical knowledge is lacking, rhetoric comes
rushing in, and Salzman asserts that the true history of Black-Jewish relations remains largely untold. To
communicate that history, the essays gathered here move from the common demonization of Blacks and
Jews in the Middle Ages; to an accurate assessment of Jewish involvement of the slave trade; to the
confluence of Black migration from the South and Jewish immigration from Europe into Northern cities
between 1880 and 1935; to the meaningful alliance forged during the Civil Rights movement and the
conflicts over Black Power and the struggle in the Middle East that effectively ended that alliance. The
essays also provide reasoned discussion of such volatile issues as affirmative action, Zionism, Blacks and
Jews in the American Left, educational relations between the two groups, and the real and perceived roles
Hollywood has play in the current tensions. The book concludes with personal pieces by Patricia Williams,
Letty Cottin Pogrebin, Michael Walzer, and Cornel West, who argues that the need to promote Black-Jewish
alliances is, above all, a "moral endeavor that exemplifies ways in which the most hated group in European
history and the most hated group in U.S. history can coalesce in the name of precious democratic ideals."
At a time when accusations come more readily than careful consideration, Struggles in the Promised Land
offers a much-needed voice of reason and historical understanding. Distinguished by the caliber of its
contributors, the inclusiveness of its focus, and the thoughtfulness of its writing, Salzman and West's book
lays the groundwork for future discussions and will be essential reading for anyone interested in
contemporary American culture and race relations.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Flanagan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Struggles in the Promised Land: Towards
a History of Black-Jewish Relations in the United States will make you to end up being smarter. You can
feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open
or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Bonita Crist:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of
Struggles in the Promised Land: Towards a History of Black-Jewish Relations in the United States book as
basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bertram Staten:

The book with title Struggles in the Promised Land: Towards a History of Black-Jewish Relations in the
United States posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Carl Vang:

Typically the book Struggles in the Promised Land: Towards a History of Black-Jewish Relations in the
United States has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write
this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.
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