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In December 2010, the self-immolation of a Tunisian vegetable vendor set off a wave of protests that have
been termed the "Arab Spring." These protests upended the governments of Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and
Yemen while unsettling numerous other regimes throughout the Middle East and North Africa. Dafna
Hochman Rand was a senior policy planner in the U.S. State Department as the uprisings unfolded. In Roots
of the Arab Spring, she gives one of the first accounts of the systemic underlying forces that gave birth to the
Arab Spring.

Drawing on three years of field research conducted before the protests, Rand shows how experts overlooked
signs that political change was stirring in the region and overestimated the regimes' strategic capabilities to
manage these changes. She argues that the Arab Spring was fifteen years in the making, gradually inflamed
by growing popular demand—and expectation—for free expression, by top-down restrictions on citizens'
political rights, and by the failure of the region's autocrats to follow through on liberalizing reforms they had
promised more than a decade earlier.

An incisive account of events whose ramifications are still unfolding, Roots of the Arab Spring captures the
tectonic shifts in the region that led to the first major political upheaval of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Roots of the Arab Spring: Contested
Authority and Political Change in the Middle East book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Nathan Wilson:

The reserve with title Roots of the Arab Spring: Contested Authority and Political Change in the Middle East
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Edgar Workman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Roots of the Arab Spring: Contested Authority
and Political Change in the Middle East why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Brandon Gentry:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Roots of the Arab Spring: Contested
Authority and Political Change in the Middle East or even others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Roots of the Arab Spring: Contested Authority and Political
Change in the Middle East to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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