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For some historians and biographers, Maximilien Robespierre (1758–94) was a great revolutionary martyr
who succeeded in leading the French Republic to safety in the face of overwhelming military odds. For many
others, he was the first modern dictator, a fanatic who instigated the murderous Reign of Terror in 1793–94.
This masterful biography combines new research into Robespierre's dramatic life with a deep understanding
of society and the politics of the French Revolution to arrive at a fresh understanding of the man, his
passions, and his tragic shortcomings.

Peter McPhee gives special attention to Robespierre's formative years and the development of an iron will in
a frail boy conceived outside wedlock and on the margins of polite provincial society. Exploring how these
experiences formed the young lawyer who arrived in Versailles in 1789, the author discovers not the cold,
obsessive Robespierre of legend, but a man of passion with close but platonic friendships with women. Soon
immersed in revolutionary conflict, he suffered increasingly lengthy periods of nervous collapse correlating
with moments of political crisis, yet Robespierre was tragically unable to step away from the crushing
burdens of leadership. Did his ruthless, uncompromising exercise of power reflect a descent into madness in
his final year of life? McPhee reevaluates the ideology and reality of "the Terror," what Robespierre
intended, and whether it represented an abandonment or a reversal of his early liberalism and sense of
justice.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life. Try to stumble through
book Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

David Mandujano:

Typically the book Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life will bring someone to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Dorothy Saunders:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life this guide consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Roland Collins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life can give you a lot
of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Robespierre: A Revolutionary Life.
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