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The story of how four young bohemians on the make - Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Mimi Baez, and Richard
Farina - converged in Greenwich Village, fell into love, and invented a sound and a style that are one of the
most lasting legacies of the 1960s

When Bob Dylan, age twenty-five, wrecked his motorcycle on the side of a road near Woodstock in 1966
and dropped out of the public eye, he was recognized as a genius, a youth idol, and the authentic voice of the
counterculture: and Greenwich Village, where he first made his mark as a protest singer with an acid wit and
a barbwire throat, was unquestionably the center of youth culture.

So embedded are Dylan and the Village in the legend of the Sixties--one of the most powerful legends we
have these days--that it is easy to forget how it all came about. In Positively Fourth Street, David Hajdu,
whose 1995 biography of jazz composer Billy Strayhorn was the best and most popular music book in many
seasons, tells the story of the emergence of folk music from cult practice to popular and enduring art form as
the story of a colorful foursome: not only Dylan but his part-time lover Joan Baez - the first voice of the new
generation; her sister Mimi - beautiful, haunted, and an artist in her own right; and her husband Richard
Farina, a comic novelist (Been Down So Long It Looks Like Up To Me) who invented the worldliwise
bohemian persona that Dylan adopted--some say stole--and made as his own.

The story begins in the plain Baez split-level house in a Boston suburb, moves to the Cambridge folk scene,
Cornell University (where Farina ran with Thomas Pynchon), and the University of Minnesota (where
Robert Zimmerman christened himself Bob Dylan and swapped his electric guitar for an acoustic and a
harmonica rack) before the four protagonists converge in New York.

Based on extensive new interviews and full of surprising revelations, Positively Fourth Street is that rare
book with a new story to tell about the 1960s. It is, in a sense, a book about the Sixties before they were the
Sixties--about how the decade and all that it is now associated with it were created in a fit of collective
inspiration, with an energy and creativity that David Hajdu captures on the page as if for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Stokes:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Positively 4th Street:
The Lives and Times of Joan Baez, Bob Dylan, Mimi Baez Fariña, and Richard Fariña book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Eugene Ruano:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely Positively 4th Street: The Lives and Times of Joan Baez, Bob Dylan,
Mimi Baez Fariña, and Richard Fariña.

Keith Lugo:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Positively 4th Street: The Lives and Times of Joan
Baez, Bob Dylan, Mimi Baez Fariña, and Richard Fariña why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Elda Ornelas:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Positively 4th Street: The Lives and Times of
Joan Baez, Bob Dylan, Mimi Baez Fariña, and Richard Fariña can make you feel more interested to read.
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