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Between 1959 and 1989, Soviet scientists and officials made numerous attempts to network their nation -- to
construct a nationwide computer network. None of these attempts succeeded, and the enterprise had been
abandoned by the time the Soviet Union fell apart. Meanwhile, ARPANET, the American precursor to the
Internet, went online in 1969. Why did the Soviet network, with top-level scientists and patriotic incentives,
fail while the American network succeeded? In How Not to Network a Nation, Benjamin Peters reverses the
usual cold war dualities and argues that the American ARPANET took shape thanks to well-managed state
subsidies and collaborative research environments and the Soviet network projects stumbled because of
unregul ated competition among self-interested institutions, bureaucrats, and others. The capitalists behaved
like socialists while the socialists behaved like capitalists.

After examining the midcentury rise of cybernetics, the science of self-governing systems, and the
emergence in the Soviet Union of economic cybernetics, Peters complicates this uneasy role reversal while
chronicling the various Soviet attemptsto build a"unified information network." Drawing on previously
unknown archival and historical materials, he focuses on the final, and most ambitious of these projects, the
All-State Automated System of Management (OGAS), and its principal promoter, Viktor M. Glushkov.
Peters describes the rise and fall of OGAS -- its theoretical and practical reach, its vision of a national
economy managed by network, the bureaucratic obstacles it encountered, and the institutional stalemate that
killed it. Finally, he considers the implications of the Soviet experience for today's networked world.
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From reader reviews:
Alvin Shaw:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for people. The book How Not to Network a Nation: The Uneasy History of the Soviet
Internet (Information Policy) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve How Not to Network a Nation: The
Uneasy History of the Soviet Internet (Information Policy) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own personal
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book How Not to Network a
Nation: The Uneasy History of the Soviet Internet (Information Policy). Y ou never truly feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Doreen Harry:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled How Not to Network a Nation: The Uneasy History of the Soviet
Internet (Information Policy) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Franklin Richter:

Isit you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How Not to Network a Nation: The
Uneasy History of the Soviet Internet (Information Policy) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book
you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Richard Ault:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading abook. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book How Not to Network a Nation: The Uneasy
History of the Soviet Internet (Information Policy) to make your current reading is interesting. Y our personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to
like to open up abook and study it. Beside that the book How Not to Network a Nation: The Uneasy History
of the Soviet Internet (Information Policy) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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