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Voters often make irrational decisions based on inaccurate and irrelevant information. Politicians are often
inept, corrupt, or out of touch with the will of the people. Elections can be determined by the design of the
ballot and the gerrymandered borders of a district. And yet, despite voters who choose candidates according
to the boxer--brief dichotomy and politicians who struggle to put together a coherent sentence, democracy
works exceptionally well: citizens of democracies are healthier, happier, and freer than citizens of other
countries. In Democracy Despite Itself, Danny Oppenheimer, a psychologist, and Mike Edwards, a political
scientist, explore this paradox: How can democracy lead to such successful outcomes when the defining
characteristic of democracy -- elections -- is so flawed?Oppenheimer and Edwards argue that democracy
works because regular elections, no matter how flawed, produce a variety of unintuitive, positive
consequences. The brilliance of democracy, write Oppenheimer and Edwards, does not lie in the people's
ability to pick superior leaders. It lies in the many ways that it subtly encourages the flawed people and their
flawed leaders to work toward building a better society.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Johnson:

The book Democracy Despite Itself: Why a System That Shouldn't Work at All Works So Well (MIT Press)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a good thing like a book Democracy Despite Itself: Why a System That Shouldn't Work at All
Works So Well (MIT Press)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Democracy
Despite Itself: Why a System That Shouldn't Work at All Works So Well (MIT Press) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

William Prentice:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Democracy Despite
Itself: Why a System That Shouldn't Work at All Works So Well (MIT Press) suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Democracy Despite Itself:
Why a System That Shouldn't Work at All Works So Well (MIT Press)is the main one of several books in
which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
in this particular book.

Charles Buffington:

Democracy Despite Itself: Why a System That Shouldn't Work at All Works So Well (MIT Press) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing Democracy Despite Itself: Why a System That Shouldn't Work at All Works So Well (MIT Press)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Tania Hansen:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing



reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Democracy Despite Itself: Why a System That Shouldn't Work at All Works So Well (MIT Press) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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