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When Americans and Latin Americans talk about democracy, are they imagining the same thing? For years,
researchers have suspected that fundamental differences exist between how North Americans view and
appraise the concept of democracy and how Latin Americans view the same term. These differences directly
affect the evolution of democratization and political liberalization in the countries of the region, and
understanding them has tremendous consequences for U.S.—Latin American relations. But until now there
has been no hard data to make “the definition of democracy” visible, and thus able to be interpreted. This
book, the culmination of a monumental survey project, isthefirst attempt to do so.

Camp headed aresearch team that in 1998 surveyed 1,200 citizens in three countries—three distinct cases of
democratic transition. Costa Ricais alleged to be the most democratic in Latin America; Mexico is a country
in transition toward democracy; Chileisreturning to democracy after decades of severe repression. The
survey was

carefully designed to show how the average citizen in each of these nations understands democracy.

In Citizen Views of Democracy in Latin America, ten leading scholars of the region analyze and interpret the
results. Written with scholar and undergraduate in mind, the essays explore the countriesindividually,
showing how the meaning of democracy varies among them. A key theme emerges: there is no uniform
“Latin American” understanding of democracy, though the nations share important patterns. Other essays
trace issues across boundaries, such as the role of ethnicity on perceptions of democracy. Severa of the
contributors also compare democratic normsin Latin America with those outside the region, including the
United States. Concluding essays analyze the ingtitutional and policy consequences of the data, including
how attitudes toward private versus public ownership are linked to democratization.

Every essay in the collection is based on the same data set, included on a CD-ROM packaged within each
book, resulting in an organically cohesive work ideally suited for usein coursesintroducing Latin American
and Third World politics, comparative politics, democratic transition, and research methods. Scholars and
students may use the software and data set on the CD-ROM for comparative research projects linked to the
essaysin the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Citizen Views of Democracy in Latin
America (Pitt Latin American Series)? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou already know beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Anne Hernandez;

The book Citizen Views of Democracy in Latin America (Pitt Latin American Series) make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Citizen Views of Democracy in Latin America (Pitt Latin American Series) to get your habit, you can
get alot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like open up and read a book Citizen Views of Demaocracy in
Latin America (Pitt Latin American Series). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this publication?

Heather Lanham:

The e-book with title Citizen Views of Democracy in Latin America (Pitt Latin American Series) includes a
lot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside
new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Ronald Kleiman:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this yr; every people lovesto learn abook. When you study a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book hasalot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Citizen Views of Democracy in Latin America (Pitt Latin American Series) will give you a new
experience in reading a book.
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