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One of the most interesting questions that can be raised about the twentieth century world concerns the
degree to which industrialization created a common culture for all peoples. Reported here are the results of
an empirical investigation designed to produce instruments to measure those personal values that have been
central variables in the theory of modernization of societies.

The purpose of Joseph Kahl’s research is primarily methodological: to advance the description and
measurement of those value orientations used by men to organize their occupational careers. It seeks to
delineate and measure a set of values that represents a “modern” view of work and life.

The working laboratory was Brazil and Mexico, two countries undergoing rapid industrialization. More than
six hundred men in Brazil and more than seven hundred in Mexico responded to questionnaires. In addition,
over twenty-five men in each country were asked to sit beside a tape recorder and talk freely of their
worldviews. The respondents were divided between inhabitants of the cities of Rio de Janeiro and Mexico
City and those who lived in provincial towns of fewer than ten thousand inhabitants. The samples included
manual and nonmanual employees.

The results showed that the main variable predicting whether or not a man would tend toward modernism
was his social-class position. Middle-class men were much more modern in outlook than working-class men.
Residence in a metropolis rather than in a small town also increased modernism, though to a lesser extent.
Differences between Brazil and Mexico (and, indeed, the United States) were found to be surprisingly small,
of considerably less weight than position in the social structure in predicting value orientations.

The author addresses himself primarily to sociologists and their students who are themselves studying
aspects of socio-economic development. His findings, however, cannot fail to be of interest and benefit to
social scientists of various disciplines and to all who are concerned with the process of
development—planners at the national and local levels, demographers, and businesspeople.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

This The Measurement of Modernism: A Study of Values in Brazil and Mexico book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. That The Measurement of Modernism: A Study of Values in Brazil and
Mexico without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry The Measurement of Modernism: A Study of Values in Brazil and Mexico can bring
once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Measurement of Modernism: A Study of Values in Brazil and
Mexico having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Amy McCarter:

This The Measurement of Modernism: A Study of Values in Brazil and Mexico are usually reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Measurement of Modernism:
A Study of Values in Brazil and Mexico can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Measurement of Modernism: A Study of
Values in Brazil and Mexico giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jerry Orosco:

This book untitled The Measurement of Modernism: A Study of Values in Brazil and Mexico to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide
from your list.

Cynthia Tso:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Measurement of Modernism: A Study of Values in
Brazil and Mexico can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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