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With an eye for the sensual bloom of young schoolgirls, and the torrid style of the romantic novels of her
day, Herculine Barbin tells the story of her life as a hermaphrodite. Herculine was designated female at birth.
A pious girl in a Catholic orphanage, a bewildered adolescent enchanted by the ripening bodies of her
classmates, a passionate lover of another schoolmistress, she is suddenly reclassified as a man. Alone and
desolate, he commits suicide at the age of thirty in a miserable attic in Paris.

Here, in an erotic diary, is one lost voice from our sexual past. Provocative, articulate, eerily prescient as she
imagines her corpse under the probing instruments of scientists, Herculine brings a disturbing perspective to
our own notions of sexuality. Michel Foucault, who discovered these memoirs in the archives of the French
Department of Public Hygiene, presents them with the graphic medical descriptions of Herculine's body
before and after her death. In a striking contrast, a painfully confused young person and the doctors who
examine her try to sort out the nature of masculine and feminine at the dawn of the age of modern sexuality.

"Herculine Barbin can be savored like a libertine novel. The ingenousness of Herculine, the passionate yet
equivocal tenderness which thrusts her into the arms, even into the beds, of her companions, gives these
pages a charm strangely erotic...Michel Foucault has a genius for bringing to light texts and reviving
destinies outside the ordinary."Le Monde, July 1978
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Davis:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is known
to us that book is very important normally. The book Herculine Barbin seemed to be making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book
Herculine Barbin is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book
Herculine Barbin. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Daniel Cadena:

The knowledge that you get from Herculine Barbin may be the more deep you looking the information that
hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Herculine Barbin giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this book
is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific Herculine Barbin instantly.

Mary Bunnell:

Beside this particular Herculine Barbin in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Herculine Barbin because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Naomi Taylor:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Herculine Barbin can give you a lot of pals because
by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? Let's have Herculine Barbin.
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