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From one of our most distinguished historians, a new examination of the vitally important years of
Emancipation and Reconstruction during and immediately following the Civil War—a necessary
reconsideration that emphasizes the erd’ s political and cultural meaning for today’s America.

In Forever Free, Eric Foner overturns numerous assumptions growing out of the traditional understanding of
the period, which is based almost exclusively on white sources and shaped by (often unconscious) racism.
He presents the period as atime of determination, especially on the part of recently emancipated black
Americans, to put into effect the principles of equal rights and citizenship for all.

Drawing on awide range of long-neglected documents, he places a new emphasis on the centrality of the
black experience to an understanding of the era. We see African Americans as active agents in overthrowing
davery, in helping win the Civil War, and—even more actively—in shaping Reconstruction and creating a
legacy long obscured and misunderstood. Foner makes clear how, by war’s end, freed slaves in the South
built on networks of church and family in order to exercise their right of suffrage as well as gain access to
education, land, and employment.

He shows us that the birth of the Ku Klux Klan and renewed acts of racial violence were retaliation for the
progress made by blacks soon after the war. He refutes lingering misconceptions about Reconstruction,
including the attribution of itsillsto corrupt African American politicians and “ carpetbaggers,” and connects
it to the movements for civil rights and racia justice.

Joshua Brown's illustrated commentary on the era s graphic art and photographs complements the narrative.
He offers a unique portrait of how Americans envisioned their world and time.

Forever Freeis an essential contribution to our understanding of the events that fundamentally reshaped

American life after the Civil War—a persuasive reading of history that transforms our sense of the erafrom a
time of failure and despair to athreshold of hope and achievement.
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From reader reviews:
Tammy Crider:

The book Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction can give more knowledge and aso
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction? Several of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Jackson:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the
Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Yvonne Casey:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Forever
Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstructionis
the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people
in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this e-book. This book will give you agreat dea of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world on this book.

Jose Gower :

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thisbook Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and
Reconstruction was vibrant and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Forever Free: The
Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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