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A biography of one of nineteenth-century America’s foremost poets and public intellectuals.

Proclaimed by James Fenimore Cooper to be “the author of America,” William Cullen Bryant (1794–1878)
was one of nineteenth-century America’s foremost poets and public intellectuals. In this, the first major
biography of Bryant in almost forty years, Gilbert H. Muller reintroduces a quintessential New Yorker who
commanded the nation’s literary, cultural, urban, and political life for more than half a century.

A transplanted Yankee, Bryant arrived on the unpaved streets of Manhattan in the early 1820s and he would
soon find himself at the locus of the many political and cultural transformations sweeping Manhattan and the
nation. The bedrock of Bryant’s cultural authority was his reputation as “America’s first poet,” and he
enthralled a nation and his peers—including Whitman, Poe, Longfellow, and Emerson—who praised the
excellence of his verse. A literary celebrity for almost seventy years, Bryant served as the editor of the New-
York Evening Post for five decades, and was a major force behind the establishment of Central Park, the
National Academy of Design, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, among others. Drawing on previously
unavailable letters and nineteenth-century files of the New-York Evening Post, Muller creates a humanistic
portrait of New York City’s “first citizen,” establishes him as a first-rate poet, and makes a convincing case
for Bryant’s role in defining the idea of democratic culture in America.

"The first full-length biography of William Cullen Bryant (1794–1878) to appear in decades, Gilbert H.
Muller’s worthwhile volume is overdue … Muller’s thoroughly researched and engaging biography
represents an important contribution to the histories of American literature and journalism. If it impels
readers to revisit Bryant’s poems with renewed appreciation, then Muller will presumably have achieved one
of his major aims." — Resources for American Literary Study

“…much of the book is engaging and informative … Muller is to be commended for trying to bring Bryant
back into public consciousness.” — Journalism History

“…captivating … richly researched and readable…” — The Wall Street Journal

“…Muller splendidly chronicles the nineteenth century, narrates a vivid New York story, and offers a
compelling portrait of an American genius. The man whom James Fenimore Cooper called ‘the Author of
America’ deserves no less.” — ForeWord Magazine

“Muller’s absorbing, frequently astonishing biography forcefully reaffirms Bryant’s place in the pantheon of
great Americans.” — Booklist

“What a remarkable life, and what a remarkable book! William Cullen Bryant’s life stretched from the
beginnings of the Republic to the late nineteenth century, and, along the way, he helped shape how we think
about our nation and ourselves. His influence is with us still, in his poetry, his journalism, and his abiding
faith in the American spirit. Gilbert Muller reminds us of a time when language and words mattered, when a
poet and newspaper editor wielded real power and influence. In doing so, Muller introduces us to Bryant’s



extraordinary friends and admirers: James Fenimore Cooper, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Catharine Sedgewick,
Charles Dickens, and many others. This book is a wonderful work of history and biography.” — Terry
Golway, author of Washington’s General: Nathanael Greene and the Triumph of the American Revolution
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Kaufman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book William Cullen Bryant: Author of America was making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The e-book William Cullen Bryant: Author of America is not only giving you far more new information but
also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship with all the book William Cullen Bryant: Author of America. You never feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Victoria Austin:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
William Cullen Bryant: Author of America is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Wayne Kong:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. William Cullen Bryant: Author of America can be your answer as it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.

James Coles:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. Through the book William Cullen Bryant: Author of America we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book William Cullen
Bryant: Author of America. You can more pleasing than now.
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