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The Roman Catholic leadership still refuses to ordain women officially or even to recognize that women are
capable of ordination. But is the widely held assumption that women have always been excluded from such
roles historically accurate?

In the early centuries of Christianity, ordination was the process and the ceremony by which one moved to
any new ministry (ordo) in the community. By this definition, women were in fact ordained into several
ministries. A radical change in the definition of ordination during the eleventh and twelfth centuries not only
removed women from the ordained ministry, but also attempted to eradicate any memory of women's
ordination in the past. The debate that accompanied this change has left its mark in the literature of the time.
However, the triumph of a new definition of ordination as the bestowal of power, particularly the power to
confect the Eucharist, so thoroughly dominated western thought and practice by the thirteenth century that
the earlier concept of ordination was almost completely erased. The ordination of women, either in the
present or in the past, became unthinkable.

References to the ordination of women exist in papal, episcopal and theological documents of the time, and
the rites for these ordinations have survived. Yet, many scholars still hold that women, particularly in the
western church, were never "really" ordained. A survey of the literature reveals that most scholars use a
definition of ordination that would have been unknown in the early middle ages. Thus, the modern
determination that women were never ordained, Macy argues, is a premise based on false terms.

Not a work of advocacy, this important book applies indispensable historical background for the ongoing
debate about women's ordination.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Hidden
History of Women's Ordination: Female Clergy in the Medieval West. All type of book is it possible to see
on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Rene Moore:

The ability that you get from The Hidden History of Women's Ordination: Female Clergy in the Medieval
West may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Hidden History of
Women's Ordination: Female Clergy in the Medieval West giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that The Hidden History of Women's Ordination: Female
Clergy in the Medieval West instantly.

Lynnette Jennings:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Hidden History of Women's
Ordination: Female Clergy in the Medieval West publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still hesitation The Hidden History of Women's Ordination: Female Clergy in the Medieval West as good
book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine
book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Frank Godwin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Hidden History of Women's Ordination: Female Clergy in
the Medieval West was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this



point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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