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Psychiatrist Richard von Krafft-Ebing (1840-1902) played a key role in the construction of the modern
concept of sexuality. As the author of the famous Psychopathia sexualis, he named and classified virtually
all nonprocreative sexualities, synthesizing knowledge on sadism, masochism, fetishism, homosexuality, and
exhibitionism. His influence on the study of sexuality cannot be overstated, but it is often misunderstood. In
the wake of Michel Foucault's influential sexual histories, Krafft-Ebing is often maligned as a contributor to
the repressed Victorian construction of sexual deviancy.

But in this powerful new cultural history Harry Oosterhuis invites us to reconsider the quality and extent of
Krafft-Ebing's influence. Revisiting the case studies on which Krafft-Ebing based his findings, and thus
drawing on the voices of his patients and informants, Oosterhuis finds that Krafft-Ebing was not the harsh
judge of perversions that we think he was. He argues that Krafft-Ebing had a deep appreciation of the
psyche, and that his work reveals an attempt to separate sexual deviancies from ideas of immorality. In the
tradition of Freud, then, Krafft-Ebing should stand not as a villain, but as a contributor to more modern
notions of sexual identity.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Butler:

The book Stepchildren of Nature: Krafft-Ebing, Psychiatry, and the Making of Sexual Identity (The Chicago
Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Stepchildren of Nature: Krafft-Ebing,
Psychiatry, and the Making of Sexual Identity (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) to be
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a book Stepchildren of Nature:
Krafft-Ebing, Psychiatry, and the Making of Sexual Identity (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and
Society). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this guide?

Henry Robinson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Stepchildren of Nature: Krafft-Ebing,
Psychiatry, and the Making of Sexual Identity (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) can
be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Linda Livingston:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Stepchildren of Nature: Krafft-Ebing,
Psychiatry, and the Making of Sexual Identity (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) is
simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Ian Louviere:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for



the Stepchildren of Nature: Krafft-Ebing, Psychiatry, and the Making of Sexual Identity (The Chicago Series
on Sexuality, History, and Society) when you needed it?
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