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How do people come to live as they ought to live? Crooked Stalks seeks an answer to this enduring question
in diverse practices of cultivation: in the moral horizons of development intervention, in the forms of virtue
through which people may work upon their own desires, deeds, and habits, and in the material labors that
turn inhabited worlds into environments for both moral and natural growth. Focusing on the colonial
subjection and contemporary condition of the Piramalai Kallar caste—classified, condemned, and policed for
decades as a “criminal tribe”—Anand Pandian argues that the work of cultivation in all of these senses has
been essential to the pursuit of modernity in south India. Colonial engagements with the Kallars in the early
twentieth century relied heavily upon agrarian strategies of moral reform, an approach that echoed
longstanding imaginations of the rural cultivator as a morally cultivated being in Tamil literary, moral, and
religious tradition. These intertwined histories profoundly shape how people of the community struggle with
themselves as ethical subjects today.

In vivid, inventive, and engaging prose, Pandian weaves together ethnographic encounters, archival
investigations, and elements drawn from Tamil poetry, prose, and popular cinema. Tacking deftly between
ploughed soils and plundered orchards, schoolroom lessons and stationhouse registers, household hearths
and riverine dams, he reveals moral life in the postcolonial present as a palimpsest of traces inherited from
multiple pasts. Pursuing these legacies through the fragmentary play of desire, dream, slander, and counsel,
Pandian calls attention not only to the moral potential of ordinary existence, but also to the inescapable force
of accident, chance, and failure in the making of ethical lives. Rarely are the moral coordinates of modern
power sketched with such intimacy and delicacy.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Taylor:

The book Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Crooked
Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So
it is very wonderful.

Edith Ward:

This Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India is great e-book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India in your hand like having the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small
right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt which?

Donna Canales:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in
South India is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Marian Carson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Crooked Stalks: Cultivating
Virtue in South India which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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