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This book offers a fresh perspective on North American history, and the key role played by Halifax and
Victoria in ensuring that Canada emerged as an independent country in the 20th century.

Brian Elson focuses on the significance of the bases for the all-powerful British navy at Halifax and Victoria
through the 19th century and the First World War. As he explains, Halifax gave the Royal Navy the land
base they needed to project British power along the whole east Atlantic coast of North America. Victoria’s
Esquimault did the same thing for the Pacific coast.

During the 1800s the United States grew dramatically, adding huge swaths of lands west, south and north
that had belonged to France, Spain, Mexico, and Russia – while pushing aside native peoples. More than
once the American government came into conflict with Britain over British territory in North America. There
were threats of war and annexation, and American popular support for absorbing Canada was strong.

In this book Bryan Elson shows how the British presence in Halifax, and later in Victoria, stood in the way
of US designs on Canada. American leaders knew that the British Navy, with its bases on both coasts, had
the power to cut them off from the rest of the world with a naval blockade. The American threat to Canada
was effectively countered by the British presence in these two cities.

The two bastions played their most important role in the early years of the First World War. As Bryan Elson
explains, in 1914 the United States stood aside while the British Empire, including Canada, took on
Germany. In this situation, the British navy – including the Canadian navy’s first east coast warship –
mounted a show of force by stopping all incoming and outgoing traffic from the port of New York. This
lasted until the US finally opted into the war, on the side of Britain, in 1917.

Meanwhile, on the west coast the Equimault naval base was buttressed by the extraordinary action of the
B.C. provincial government – which at the start of the war bought two new submarines from a shipyard in
Seattle for the fledgling Canadian navy.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

The book Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918? A
few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Canada's Bastions of Empire:
Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Janet Huynh:

This Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-
1918 without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 can
bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy
1749-1918 having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Debbie Jackson:

Here thing why this particular Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-
1918 are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Canada's Bastions of Empire:
Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Canada's Bastions of Empire:
Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax,
Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 in e-book can be your choice.

Deanna Reed:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria



and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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