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Veins of iron run deep in the history of America. Iron making began almost as soon as European settlement,
with the establishment of the first ironworks in colonial Massachusetts. Yet it was Great Britain that became
the Atlantic world’s dominant low-cost, high-volume producer of iron, a position it retained throughout the
nineteenth century. It was not until after the Civil War that American iron producers began to match the scale
and efficiency of the British iron industry.

 

In Mastering Iron, Anne Kelly Knowles argues that the prolonged development of the US iron industry was
largely due to geographical problems the British did not face. Pairing exhaustive manuscript research with
analysis of a detailed geospatial database that she built of the industry, Knowles reconstructs the American
iron industry in unprecedented depth, from locating hundreds of iron companies in their social and
environmental contexts to explaining workplace culture and social relations between workers and managers.
She demonstrates how ironworks in Alabama, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia struggled to replicate
British technologies but, in the attempt, brought about changes in the American industry that set the stage for
the subsequent age of steel.

 

Richly illustrated with dozens of original maps and period art work, all in full color, Mastering Iron sheds
new light on American ambitions and highlights the challenges a young nation faced as it grappled with its
geographic conditions.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Mastering Iron: The Struggle to
Modernize an American Industry, 1800-1868 book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Alma Hillyer:

This Mastering Iron: The Struggle to Modernize an American Industry, 1800-1868 are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Mastering Iron: The Struggle to Modernize an
American Industry, 1800-1868 can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Mastering Iron: The Struggle to Modernize an
American Industry, 1800-1868 giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Jean McCallum:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Mastering Iron: The Struggle
to Modernize an American Industry, 1800-1868 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Mastering Iron: The Struggle
to Modernize an American Industry, 1800-1868 become your current starter.

Joyce Hynes:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Mastering Iron: The Struggle to Modernize an American Industry, 1800-1868 can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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