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Be sexy but not sexual. Don't be a prude but don't be a slut. These are the cultural messages that barrage
teenage girls. In movies and magazines, in music and advice columns, girls are portrayed as the object or the
victim of someone else's desire--but virtually never as someone with acceptable sexual feelings of her own.
What teenage girls make of these contradictory messages, and what they make of their awakening sexuality--
so distant from and yet so susceptible to cultural stereotypes--emerges for the first time in frank and complex
fashion in Deborah Tolman's Dilemmas of Desire.

A unique look into the world of adolescent sexuality, this book offers an intimate and often disturbing,
sometimes inspiring, picture of how teenage girls experience, understand, and respond to their sexual
feelings, and of how society mediates, shapes, and distorts this experience. In extensive interviews, we listen
as actual adolescent girls--both urban and suburban--speak candidly of their curiosity and confusion, their
pleasure and disappointment, their fears, defiance, or capitulation in the face of a seemingly imperishable
double standard that smiles upon burgeoning sexuality in boys yet frowns, even panics, at its equivalent in
girls.

As a vivid evocation of girls negotiating some of the most vexing issues of adolescence, and as a thoughtful,
richly informed examination of the dilemmas these girls face, this readable and revealing book begins the
critical work of understanding the sexuality of young women in all its personal, social, and emotional
significance.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Sherman:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Dilemmas of Desire?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Maria Scully:

This Dilemmas of Desire are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Dilemmas of Desire can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Dilemmas of Desire forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Elaine Rochelle:

Typically the book Dilemmas of Desire has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Alice Prahl:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Dilemmas of Desire or maybe others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them
to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Dilemmas of Desire to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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