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Alice Nedl liked to say that she was the century and in many ways she was. She was born into a proper
Victorian family, and came of age during suffrage. The quintessential Bohemian, she spent more than half a
century, from her early days asa WPA artist living in the heart of the Village, through her Whitney
retrospective in 1974, until her death ten years later, painting, often in near-obscurity, an extraordinarily
diverse population—from young black sistersin Harlem to the elderly Jewish twin artists, Raphael and
Moses Soyer, to Meyer Schapiro and Linus Pauling, to the American Communist Party chairman Gus
Hall—creating an indelible portrait of 20th century America.

Nedl's hundreds of portraits portray a universe of powerful personalities and document an age. Neel painted
through the Depression, McCarthyism, the Civil Rights Movement, the sexual revolution of the 60's,
feminism, and the feverish eighties. Fiercely democratic in her subjects, she portrayed her lovers, her
children, her neighbors in Spanish Harlem, pregnant nudes, crazy people, and famous figuresin the art
world, all in asearing, psychological style uniquely her own. From Village legend Joe Gould with multiple
penisesto Frank O'Hara as alyrical young poet, from porn star Annie Sprinkle gussied up in leather, to her
own anxious, nude pregnant daughter-in-law, Neel's portraits are as arrestingly executed as they are
relentlessly honest.

In thisfirst full-length biography of Neel, best-selling author Phoebe Hoban recounts the remarkabl e story of
Neel'slife and career, as full of Sturm and Drang as the century she powerfully captured in paint. Neel
managed to transcend her often tragic circumstances, surviving the death from diphtheria of her infant
daughter Santillana, her first child by the renowned Cuban painter Carlos Enriquez, with whom shelived in
Havanafor ayear before returning to America; the break-up of her marriage; a nervous breakdown at thirty
resulting in several suicide attempts for which she was ingtitutionalized; and the terrible separation from her
second child, | sabetta, whom Carlos took back to Havana.

In every aspect of her life, Nedl dictated her own terms—from defiantly painting figurative pieces at the
height of Abstract Expressionism, convincing her subjects to disrobe (which many of them did, including,
surprisingly, Andy Warhol) to becoming a single mother to the two sons she bore to dramatically different
partners. No wonder she became the de facto artist of the Feminist movement. (When Time magazine put
Kate Millet on its cover in 1970, she was asked to paint the portrait.) Very much in touch with her time, Neel
was also always ahead of it. Although she herself would probably have rejected such label, she was
Americasfirst feminist, multicultural artist, a populist painter for the ages.

Phoebe Hoban's Alice Neel: The Art of Not Stting Pretty tells the unforgettabl e story of awoman who forged
a permanent place in the pantheon by courageously flaunting convention, both in her life and her work.
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From reader reviews:
L ee Rutledge:

The event that you get from Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty will be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty giving you joy feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book aso makes your vocabulary increase
well. That makesit easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this kind of Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty instantly.

Ruby Harris:

This Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason of this Alice Nedl: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty can be on the list of
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually
with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Alice
Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty forcing you to have an enormous of experience for examplerich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

John Coallins:

This Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly

full of information for you who el se always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
insideit. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Alice
Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
which?

Lucia Stevenson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty can give you
alot of pals because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Alice Neel: The Art of Not Sitting Pretty.
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