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Are cows sacred to Indian Hindus because they stand for nature and life, as symbolic analysts explain, or
because they pull plows and fertilize the land, providing people with food, as cultural materialists argue? Are
witchcraft accusations a scapegoating of the powerless by the elite to maintain their ascendancy, as
materialist class theorists argue, or are they social expressions of psychological tensions arising from
conflicts in relationships, as functionalist psychological anthropologists have argued? Understanding culture
means understanding and appreciating the diverse theories that offer different perspectives on culture.
Salzman’s Understanding Culture explores six major streams of anthropological theory: interdependence in
human life (functionalism); agency in human action (processualism and transactionalism); determining
factors (materialism and political economy); coherence in culture (configurationalism and structuralism);
transformation through time (history and evolution); and critical advocacy (feminism and postmodernism).
Each theoretical approach is initially presented in its own terms, to show its assumptions, aims, and
accomplishments, and each is elucidated and illustrated through arguments and ethnographic examples
offered by original theorists and practitioners.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

Typically the book Understanding Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theory will bring that you
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Understanding Culture: An
Introduction to Anthropological Theory is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Tony Partee:

The reason why? Because this Understanding Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theory is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Christopher Hardnett:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Understanding Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theory the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get prior to. The Understanding Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theory
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Paul Queen:

Beside this kind of Understanding Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theory in your phone, it may
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Understanding Culture: An Introduction to Anthropological Theory because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this



book and also read it from right now!
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